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“Family Values” 

As I write this, I’ve just returned 

from speaking at a press conference 

in front of Albuquerque’s Immigra-

tion and Customs Enforcement 

(ICE) office. New Mexico Faith Coa-

lition for Immigrant Justice organized the event in 

hopes of protecting two American children from  

being separated from their parents. Their mom was 

deported weeks ago, right before Mothers Day. Now, 

the morning after Fathers Day, their dad would at-

tend his regularly scheduled ICE appointment. 

Exslander Galindo Duarte was brought to the US by 

his mother at the age of 10, and qualifies for a visa to 

stay. But the process of attaining one is slow and un-

certain, and ICE has been known to deport a person 

without warning before their application is com-

plete. There was concern he might also be arrested 

and removed, effectively orphaning the children. 

Children left behind are often sent to foster care.  

That’s pretty brutal, but we now know that the US 

government is willing to take it further. At the south-

ern border, even asylum seekers who follow protocol 

by presenting themselves to immigration authorities 

are being treated to “zero tolerance” and arrested. In 

May and June we watched in horror as the children 

they brought for protection were warehoused by the 

hundreds or sent to “camps.”  There is no clear pro-

cess for family reunification and parents are left 

without knowing what has happened to their chil-

dren. Our leaders intend that inflicting this trauma, 

which doctors expect to have lifelong effects, will 

deter future asylum seekers and other migrants.  

The Unitarian Universalist Association has issued a 

statement* condemning forced family separation 

and responding to the Trump administration’s use 

of the bible to defend it, calling such comments 

“religious malpractice.” Indeed the verse cited,        

Romans 13, has also been used to defend slavery, 

Nazi Germany, and South African Apartheid.  

Forced family separation is unethical and unneces-

sary. Luckily, Mr. Duarte was allowed to return to 

his children, pending his next ICE appointment. 

But thousands of other families have not been so 

visible or so lucky. I was heartened to see an 

upwelling of moral outrage push the President to 

take action. But Executive Order he signed does 

not address the need to reunite thousands of chil-

dren who have already been taken, and it looks 

likely the administration will begin incarcerating 

whole families indefinitely. Children do not belong 

in prisons. People seeking refuge from violence do 

not belong in prisons. So I encourage you to help 

keep the pressure on the government to do the 

right thing.  

The Rev. Angela Herrera 

Senior Minister 

“ 
“ ...Romans 13 has also been used to defend 

slavery, Nazi Germany, and South African 

Apartheid. 

On page 6, Justice Coordinator Beth Elliot shares 

how you can get  involved. 

 “Every human being has a right to flee from dan-

ger,” says UUA President Susan Frederick-Gray. 

“Every parent has a fundamental right to seek safe-

ty and survival for their children. Migration is not a 

crime. Being a refugee is not a crime. Certainly, I 

would do whatever was needed to protect my child 

and my family–wouldn’t you?”  

 

 

 

*https://tinyurl.com/condemnseparation 
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July 15 

Worship, 9:30 & 11:00 

“I Pledge Allegiance...” 

Dan Lillie, Ministerial Resident 

To whom or to what are we loyal? 

Is there anyone or anything to 

which our loyalty and allegiance 

is unconditional, unwavering, 

and beyond question? Can and 

should we have this kind of 

loyalty to our country? Can our 

love of country (and all who live 

here) be what motivates us to 

make it better? 

Music: Olivia and Mauricio 

Herrera, guitar and vocal duets 

July 22 

Worship, 9:30 & 11:00 am  

“A Church for All Ages” 

The Rev. Angela Herrera 

Babies, children, youth, young 

adults, “souls in the middle,” and 

elders...throughout our lives the 

interests and needs we bring to 

church may change. Not only 

that, generational differences 

influence our perspectives. So 

what makes a church welcoming 

for all ages?  

Music: Performers from Roots 

Summer Academy with Dr. Stevie 

DeJuan Springer 

July 1 

Worship, 9:30 & 11:00 

“A Rebellion Story” 

The Rev. Angela Herrera 

Not the one you were expecting! 

Nearly a century before the 

Declaration of Independence was 

signed, native pueblos in the 

province of Santa Fe de Nuevo 

Mexico drove out Spanish 

colonizers and kept them away 

for more than a decade. The 

eventual return of the Spaniards 

is celebrated in a New Mexico 

tradition today known as “La 

Entrada.” We’ll consider this old 

story of independence and the 

controversy surrounding La 

Entrada through a Unitarian 

Universalist lens. 

Music:  Tom Godfrey, vocals and 

guitar 

July 8 

Worship, 9:30 & 11:00 

“Science and Religion”  

The Rev. Angela Herrera 

Soon we will have a new science-

oriented display in the nichos 

located above the sanctuary 

platform. But why would we want 

science in a “worship” space? 

Aren’t science and religion at 

odds? A brave spiritual path 

embraces both. 

Music: Chalice Chamber Singers 

with Susan Peck and Amy 

Woolley, piano 

July 29 

Worship, 9:30 & 11:00 am  

“Once Upon a Time” 

The Rev. Angela Herrera 

...there was a school principal who 

lived in the carrot capital of the 

world, and had some very radical 

ideas for his time. Thanks to him 

and the friends he made, we have a 

place to gather in love and service. 

Today we’ll honor our church 

“ancestors” by remembering First 

Unitarian’s unlikely origin story. 

Music: First U Dulcimer Ensemble 

with Mollie Caskey, Louise Gerstle, 

Mia Noren, and Shirley Williams 

July 29 

Communion Service, 5:30 pm 

The newly-formed Christian 

Fellowship is hosting an inclusive 

Communion Service and all are 

invited to attend. This short service 

will be followed by a reception with 

light refreshments.  

We Light a Candle 
We lift up those in our community 

who are healing from or dealing 

with health challenges—Bill 

Fanslow, Leila Bleistein, Bev 

Bucklew, Melisa Nicoud, Al Kulp, 

Pam Brandes, and John Kwait. 

Our hearts are with Mark 

Frederick, whose grandmother 

died, and with Jetta Reynolds, 

whose husband Jack died. Jack 

was an active member of First 

Unitarian for many years. A 

memorial service will be held on 

Sunday, August 5, at 3:00 pm.  

Fall Flowers Needed 

Can you donate flowers for 

worship on September 30, 

or October 7, 14, 21, or 28? 

Email Sara Friederich at            

saradell@comcast.net.  

Sundays & Candles  

mailto:saradell@comcast.net
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Community News  

And we light a candle of celebration for Chris and 

Lisa Johnson, who celebrated their 30th wedding 

anniversary last month. 

If you’re experiencing difficulties, health issues, or 

transitions, you can reach out to the Caring 

Network at caring@uuabq.org. 

“Yes” to Social Hall Improvements 
On June 3, more than 130 of our fellow congregation 

members voted unanimously to conduct a capital 

campaign to raise $1.4M in pledges over 3 years to 

renovate our Social Hall. We will launch a joint 

operating and capital pledge campaign in the fall to 

get pledges for next year’s operating budget and 

capital pledges to be paid over 3 years to renovate 

the Social Hall.   

If you were not at the meeting but would like to see 

pictures of all the other campus improvements that 

have been made in the last 5 months to Arnold/

Wesson/LaAmikoj (like the new bathroom), the 

Memorial garden, the Religious Education wing, and 

to our wildlife habitat, click on the Social Hall 

renovation icon at uuabq.org—we’ll be posting 

updates regularly.  

New double-doors offer ADA access from the La 

Amikoj room to the grass field and a new patio.  

Barry Finkelstein of the Unitarian Universalist 

Association will visit us in late August to help with 

the planning of our joint operating and capital 

campaigns.  Stay tuned for more information as this 

exciting project moves forward. 

Caught in the Act—Ed Wallhagen 
If you’ve been at church on a Sunday morning, 

you’ve seen Ed Wallhagen. Ed is on campus nearly 

every Sunday, pruning shears, rake, or trash bag in 

hand, doing his part to keep our campus beautiful.  

“I’ve been pruning the trees for a long time,” says 

Ed.  He was a forester with the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs and found a way to apply his love and 

knowledge of trees when he decided he wanted to 

volunteer some of his time to First Unitarian. He 

also volunteers on the Landscape Committee and 

helps serve coffee once a month.  

Ed’s favorite volunteer work involves taking care of 

a plot of land in the bosque that the church adopted. 

Shortly after a fire a around 12 years ago, the city 

called for organizations to adopt plots of 10 acres to 

restore. Ed spends about 3 hours every 6 weeks 

working at cutting back invasive species of trees and 

encouraging indigenous species. He says they can 

always use more volunteers. You can reach him at 

ed.wallhagen@gmail.com. 

Ed says he’s been volunteering time and energy to 

First Unitarian since he joined about 25 years ago. 

Thank you Ed for your radical generosity.  

mailto:caring@uuabq.org
http://uuabq.com/
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News, cont’d. 

 

Shoppers at the June 10 patio fair. Photo: David Hanson. 

Win-Win-Win! 
Everyone wins at Animal Advocate Patio Fairs—the 

customers, the artists, and especially the animals 

who benefit from the services made possible by the 

proceeds we receive. The Next Patio Fair will 

be Sunday morning July 8, in the Courtyard. Come 

shop for upcycled jewelry and locally-made crafts! 

Board Notes 

Thanks to all who participated in the special 

congregational meeting on June 3, and for 

authorizing a capital campaign to raise funding for 

social hall renovation projects. This fall’s campaign 

will be a good opportunity to share our stories about 

what excites us about the church, as we will be doing 

individual and group visits we haven’t done for 

several years. Please consider getting involved. We 

will need lots of folks for all the work and events 

involved in this combined campaign (but it will be 

fun!) 

At our June Board meeting, we heard from our 

Immigrant Justice Task Force, who are working to 

report to the congregation early next year. 

We are currently working on budget issues for the 

operations budget, prioritizing the missions that will 

be funded.  

As I write this, I’m in Kansas City with five young 

adults and other church leaders from First U for the 

Unitarian Universalist General Assembly—lots of 

energy, presentations, singing, and thought- 

provoking workshops. 

They made it! Members of our Young Adult Group at the 

UUA’s General Assembly in Kansas City on June 20. A big 

thanks to all who supported their fundraisers!  

A faith for all ages—Board president Gwen Sawyer with 

members of our young adult group,  Religious  Education 

staff, and church leaders at General Assembly.  

The next Board meeting is Tuesday, July 17 at 7:00 

pm in the Memorial Hall. Remember that our 

democratic process includes open Board meetings, 

and you are welcome to attend. 

                           -Gwen Sawyer, 2018 Board President 
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Religious Education 

Mia Noren 

Youth News 
This July in youth group, we’re talking 

about the theme “Liberty.” On Sunday 

mornings, Mid-High and La Amikoj 

(high school-aged youth) are meeting 

together during the 11:00 service. On 

August 12, La Amikoj only will start to meet after 

service (12:15-2:00 pm). La Amikoj will have open 

hours for youth grades 9-12 on July 6 (pending       

volunteer availability) and July 15 from 5:00-7:00 

pm. Many of our youth are also looking forward to 

attending UU Kids Camp as campers or counselors-

in-training later this month. If you’d like to hear 

more about youth programs at First Unitarian or are 

interested in volunteering, please email me! 

Alymay Atherton 

Youth Programs Coordinator  

youth@uuabq.org 

From Our Director of          
Religious Education  

“Liberty! Freedom! Democracy! True 

anyhow no matter how many Liars 

use those words.”        

                                              – Langston Hughes     

Greetings!  

Our summer experiment continues as we explore the 

theme for July: Liberty. Here’s something for fami-

lies from our resources on Liberty:  

Promoting Independence in Children 

 Don’t do for children what they can do for 

themselves. 

 Teach children to manage age-appropriate 

tasks themselves. 

 Model self-discipline and good habits. 

 Set limits, be clear, and provide guidance. 

 Allow children to make age-appropriate         

choices within limits. 

 Help children to problem solve when they are 

older by talking over possible choices and con-

sequences. 

 Listen to children and be a source of infor-

mation and not criticism. 

 Praise children when they are responsible (i.e., 

doing household tasks or homework). 

 Let children know by your actions you believe 

in them and their opinions. 

When we promote independence in our children, we 

are helping them access their inherent liberty. 

I’ve noticed that we get volunteers at 9:30 and not so 

much at 11:00—we’ve already had to cancel class 

once this summer! Our summer sessions are simple 

and fun, and we depend on your participation to 

make them happen. Please volunteer during summer 

services to explore these themes with our children. 

You can sign up at https://tinyurl.com/

summer18RE. To volunteer as a floater, visit 

https://tinyurl.com/summer18float. Floaters step in 

to fill in unexpected absences, and also run the show 

when we have a teacher holiday—games, crafts, and 

playground time.  

Watch the eBroadsheet for weekly 

updates on Teacher Holidays,  

Children’s Chapel, and more! You 

can also use your Google account 

to check out the RE Calendar at 

https://tinyurl.com/recalen.  

Our Religious Education program is a community 

cooperative, and it can’t run without you! Summer is 

a great time for folks who might not usually volun-

teer during the school year to step up and give our 

regular teachers a break. If each family registered 

in RE contributes 16 hours per year (that’s just 1.3 

hours per month!) it allows us to continue to run 

programming.  

mailto:youth@uuabq.org
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Justice 

President Trump signed an Executive 

Order on June 20 in response to the 

outrage his administration encoun-

tered over the separation of families 

at the border. The next day, Unitari-

an Universalist Service Committee 

(uusc.org) President Rachel Freed 

came out with this statement:  

[The] Executive Order by the Trump administra-

tion is not a solution to the problem they created 

of separating families. It is the quiet dismantling 

of basic protections at the border and the gov-

ernment’s attempts to redefine access to asylum 

and protection, prolonging detention to deter 

people from coming to the U.S. And it blatantly 

shows the administration’s lack of accountability 

and respect for families fleeing violence. 

There is still work to be done. The language of the 

Executive Order leaves more questions than it an-

swers. For example, it claims to have families be 

housed together “where appropriate and consistent 

with law and available resources,” but it does not ad-

dress what happens when children’s time in custody 

surpasses the maximum as set forth in Reno v. Flo-

res. According to an article in CNN Politics by Tal 

Kopan, “Trump ordered Attorney General Jeff Ses-

sions to file a request in court to change the settle-

ment in Reno v. Flores—setting up a likely lengthy 

and intense litigation process that would seek the 

power to detain families in government custody in-

definitely.” 

According to the New York Times, “The president’s 

order does nothing to address the plight of the more 

than 2,300 children who have already been separated Beth Elliot, Justice Coordinator 

belliot@uuabq.org 
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from their parents under the president’s “zero tol-

erance” policy. Federal officials initially said those 

children would not be immediately reunited with 

their families while the adults remain in federal 

custody during their immigration proceedings.” 

(Michael D. Shear, Abby Goodnough, and Maggie 

Haberman, June 20, 2018) 

Action is the best remedy for outrage. If you are 

one of the people looking for ways to take action, 

you are not alone. Please contact me to be includ-

ed in the Activist Group emails. This is a great 

place to hear about justice issues and to connect 

with others. Learn about the important work         

being done by our Immigrant Justice Task Force 

by joining their Facebook group. 

Help raise awareness. Educate yourself on what is 

going on. Know the facts and check your news 

sources to make sure they are reputable and accu-

rately researched. Then, engage in discussion. 

Make sure this issue continues to be in the pub-

lic’s awareness.  

Volunteer and donate to organizations making a 

positive difference. Organizations like RAICES, 

the ACLU, the New Mexico Faith Coalition for  

Immigrant Justice, and the Immigrant Law Cen-

ter. This is particularly essential for people who 

are bilingual and have legal expertise. Let’s make 

sure we do all we can.  

In outraged solidarity, 

https://www.uusc.org/
http://www.nytimes.com/by/michael-d-shear
http://www.nytimes.com/by/abby-goodnough
http://www.nytimes.com/by/maggie-haberman
http://www.nytimes.com/by/maggie-haberman
https://www.facebook.com/groups/175472636436035/about/
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Play Ball!  
Let’s go out to the ball game! Join us on July 22 at 

6:00 pm for an evening of fun at the Isotopes 

baseball game. Tickets cost $9 per person and you 

must RSVP to Beth Elliot by Sunday, July 15.  

Are You Somewhere In Between? 
Are you no longer a “young” adult, but you are not 

retirement age? Are you looking to participate in 

fun activities and meet new friends? Check out 

Souls in the Middle, our new group for people from 

35 to 65! We have many fun events planned 

including Board Games and Pizza on July 20 from 

6:00-9:00 pm in the Memorial Hall. Please contact 

Beth Elliot with questions, 

belliot@uuabq.org.                 

UU 101 
Universalist History, Theology, and Polity. What is 

polity, you ask? Come to UU 101 and find out! The 

next UU 101 dates are: 

 Session 1: Wednesday, July 11, 6:30–8:00 pm, 

Wesson room 

 Session 2: Wednesday, July 18, 6:30–8:00 pm, 

Wesson room 

Please email Ministerial Resident Dan Lillie 

(dlillie@uuabq.org) to register. 

Hike Near St. John’s College 
The First U hikers will hit the Dorothy Stewart 

Trail on Saturday, July 14. This 1.9-mile, lightly 

trafficked loop trail is in Santa Fe and accessed via 

St John’s College.   

An RSVP is required, so contact Kathleen Rhoad 

(kathleen.rhoad@gmail.com or 225-9747) to be 

added to the hikers’ email list and receive a full 

description of the hike closer to the date. Want to 

learn more about our group? Take a look at the 

First U Hikers blog created and maintained by 

Scott Lake: https://abquuhikers.wordpress.com. 

 Groups & Activities 
all are welcome 

Free Viewing of “The Hunting 
Ground” 
Come see the documentary “The Hunting Ground” 

on Friday, July 6, in the Memorial Hall at 6:30 pm. 

This Emmy-award-winning film focuses on sexual 

assault on college campuses. Come view this 

amazing movie for free and participate in a 

discussion following. Learn more at http://

thehuntinggroundfilm.com/, or contact Beth Elliot 

at belliot@uuabq.org.       

July Reads 
Monday Afternoon Book Club: July 16 at 2:00 

pm. The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See. 

Contact Jana Muneta at 275-7596 for meeting 

location. 

Nonfiction Book Group: Wednesdays at 2:00 pm 

in the Arnold Room. Zealot: The Life and Times of 

Jesus of Nazareth by Reza Aslan. 

 

 

 

There’s More!  
There are lots of ongoing groups at First U, and 

all are welcome (including newcomers)! Visit 

https://tinyurl.com/groupsjune to learn more. 

mailto:belliot@uuabq.org
mailto:dlillie@uuabq.org
mailto:kathleen.rhoad@gmail.com
http://thehuntinggroundfilm.com/
http://thehuntinggroundfilm.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Tea-Girl-Hummingbird-Lane-Novel/dp/1501154834/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1529341368&sr=8-1&keywords=the+tea+girl+of+hummingbird+lane+by+lisa+see+paperback
https://www.amazon.com/Zealot-Life-Times-Jesus-Nazareth/dp/0812981480/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1529341640&sr=1-1&keywords=zealot+the+life+and+times+of+jesus+of+nazareth
https://www.amazon.com/Zealot-Life-Times-Jesus-Nazareth/dp/0812981480/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1529341640&sr=1-1&keywords=zealot+the+life+and+times+of+jesus+of+nazareth
https://tinyurl.com/groupsjune
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Sunday Worship Services 

Albuquerque 
9:30 and 11:00 AM  

In the Sanctuary 

East Mountains 
11:00 AM 

UU Congregation, E. Mtns.  
1 Deanna Ln. 

Edgewood  
(off Dinkle Road) 

Socorro 
4:00 PM 

Epiphany Episcopal 
Church, 908 Leroy Place 
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