Gathering for Mystery
Words of the Day
One of the mysteries of life that I ponder is …

Chalice Lighting
We light this chalice to shine on our time together. In its light we celebrate the relationships and
understanding we are creating in this place and time. May our sharing be deep. (Light chalice)

The Basket
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Silence, holding ourselves and each other in silent support
Shared Readings
Every branch of human knowledge, if traced up to its source and final principles, vanishes into
mystery. Arthur Machen
We touch the ground by looking directly into the awareness that is the very source of our life. As
we connect with what is right in front of us, we realize the true immensity of who we are.
Tara Brach
This universe
Exists, and by that one impossible fact
Declares itself a miracle; postulates
An infinite Power within itself, a Whole
Greater than any part, a Unity
Sustaining all, binding all worlds in one.
Alfred Noyes
The meaning of life is just to be alive. It is so plain and so obvious and so simple. And yet,
everybody rushes around in a great panic as if it were necessary to achieve something beyond
themselves. Alan Watts
Sometimes … I think it may be the case that God calls some people to unbelief in order that faith
can take new forms. Krista Tippett
I don’t think, in our kind of society, we’ll be able to develop a full-blown mystical religion or
concept of God because we seek instant gratification, fast food, endless talk, and noise. The silence
in mysticism is alien. People want to do a few courses in mysticism, rather like the way you do
French before going on holiday, and emerge a mystic. Mysticism isn’t like that. Karen Armstrong
Science cannot solve the ultimate mystery of nature. And that is because, in the last analysis, we
ourselves are a part of the mystery that we are trying to solve. Max Planck

If one looks at a thing with the intention of trying to discover what it means, one ends up no longer
seeing the thing itself, but thinking of the question that has been raised. One cannot speak about
mystery; one must be seized by it. René Magritte
Joan of Arc: I hear voices telling me what to do. They come from God.
Robert: They come from your imagination.
Joan: Of course. That is how the messages of God come to us.
George Bernard Shaw
Awaken to the mystery of being here and enter the quiet immensity of your own presence.
John O’Donohue
We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.
T.S. Eliot

Deep Sharing/Deep Listening
Round 1: Share your reflections on mystery and the preparation materials.
Round 2: Share additional thoughts or reflect on what others have shared.

Closing Circle
Extinguishing the Chalice
We extinguish this flame and we remember the warmth of our community, the light of our wisdom,
the generosity of our sharing. We keep these in our heart until we meet again.
(Extinguish the chalice.)

Song/Chime
Announcements
The Covenant
I commit myself:
• to come to meetings when I possibly can, knowing that my presence is important to the group
• to let the facilitator know if I will be absent or need to quit
• to share with the facilitator the responsibility for good group process by watching how much time I take to
speak and noticing what is going on for others
• to do the reading and thinking about the topic ahead of time
• to not gossip about what is shared in the group, and tell only my own story to others
• to honor the safety of the group by listening to what others share with an open heart
• to refrain from cross-talk, judging, giving advice, or advocating a specific view
• to share as deeply as I can when it is my turn and to stay on the “I-message.”

