
Minutes 

Arts & Aesthetics Committee 

 

July 23, 2017 

 

Present 

Bob Wood, Elizabeth Runyon, Sally New, Suzanne Visor, Jane Baldwin, Eliza Schmid, and Pam 

Livingston. 

 

Approval of June 25 Minutes 

Elizabeth called the meeting to order at 12:24 PM.  Suzanne moved to accept the minutes for the 

previous meeting, Jane seconded, and all approved. 

 

LGBT Show, May 27-July 15 

 Elizabeth reported that Bruce Little, the sponsor of the show, had resigned from the Committee.  She 

added that the total of items sold off the wall was $1595, with the Mercado bringing in an additional $154. 

  

Earth Exhibit, July 15-August 26 

 Elizabeth said that Mercado sales for the exhibit came to $345.  She did not have with her the total 

for sales off the wall. 

 Pam brought up the issue that at the hanging, there had been some conflict with Neal and Audrey 

MacDonald, former members to the committee who were helping with the hanging.  They had made changes 

with the placement of the art without checking with the sponsors.  Suzanne commented that as they hadn't 

been attending the meetings, they shouldn't be involved with the hanging.  Elizabeth said she would 

communicate with them that they could continue helping with the hanging provided that they follow the 

direction of the exhibit sponsor and also attend the meetings. 

 [Jana Murphy, co-sponsor of the exhibit along with Jane and not attending the Committee meeting 

because of a conflict, emailed the Secretary that she had been working with and alongside the MacDonalds: 

at the hanging, and that she felt their contribution had been positive.  She noted that they and she were on a 

subcommittee of Arts & Aesthetics devoted to art in the nichos in the Sanctuary.] 
 

 The topic of the artists' involvement in the hanging was discussed.  Eliza said that they shouldn't be 

involved in the hanging.  Bob noted that according to the contract, which they signed, the Committee was 

responsible for the hanging.  Elizabeth said that the Committee retained responsibility for the hanging even 

on those occasions when an artist might be asked to help with the hanging. 

 Elizabeth reported that Meg Hein had been voted the best artist of the exhibit. 

 

Artists 'Round Town Exhibit, August 26-October 14 

 Suzanne and Bob reported that they had talked with Vicki Bolen, the contact person for the group, 

and all was going well.  Ten artists were expected to participate in the exhibit. 

 

Whimsical Exhibit, October 14-December 2 

 Eliza said that she had been in contact with all six artists. 

 

All-Member Show December 1, 2017-January 6, 2018 

 Sally said she had not yet put a notice in The Messenger to solicit art work but would soon do so. 

 

A&A Committee 



 2 

 Elizabeth said she would take Christine Robinson's name off the contract in view of her August 

retirement and put Angela Herrera on as Senior Minister. 

 Suzanne passed out copies of her letter to Angela regarding the aesthetics responsibilities of the A&A 

Committee, which she had written in order to ensure that the committee was consulted on church matters 

regarding aesthetics. 

 The information session at the beginning of the art hanging, which Jana had  inaugurated, was 

brought up.  At that time the sponsors could present their plans for the exhibit. 

 The committee discussed whether it was better to hang all of a given artist's works together or to 

disperse them around the Social Hall.  Eliza preferred to keep the works by the same artist together, Sally 

liked them separated, and Bob said it depended on the exhibit.  Elizabeth said the decision was up to the 

sponsor. 

 Sally's idea of an exhibit presenting the history of First Unitarian was discussed.  Elizabeth reported 

that Paul Brown, Director of Finance Operations, had said he didn't want a permanent exhibit in Memorial 

Hall, and only 10 linear feet of wall space was available for an exhibit in that hall.  Sally said she would like 

to cut the exhibits scheduled for the Social Hall to just six weeks apiece in order to have time for a history 

exhibit there.  She announced she would rearrange the schedule with that in mind.  Suzanne said the history 

exhibit should be scheduled for the summer, a time when sales were usually slow. 

 Elizabeth said she had produced a new draft of procedures for Mercados and gave Bob a copy for his 

review.  After doing so, he would give feedback to her and Pam. 

 Eliza said she would take the purple hat duty on August 13 in the place of Bruce. 

 

2018 Exhibit Planning 

 Suzanne  reported that she had identified 3 groups and 14 individual artists to be solicited for the 

jurying on August 12.  Elizabeth said she had contacted 7 groups of artists. 

 

Adjournment 

 The next meeting was set for August 20 to avoid conflict with an exhibit Mercado.  The meeting 

adjourned at 1:33 PM. 

 

      Respectfully submitted,  

      Bob Wood, Secretary 


