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Transitions 

By now, you’ve probably heard the big 

news: Christine has announced that she 

will be retiring next summer. For those 

who have been part of First Unitarian for a while, her 

announcement did not come as a total surprise; for 

the last several years she has been open about the 

idea that she’d someday retire. Now that idea has a 

date: August 31, 2017, almost exactly three decades 

after she arrived in Albuquerque as a thirty-

something, with just enough experience behind her, 

to become the first female minister this congregation 

had ever called. And what a good call it was!  

During Christine’s tenure, the congregation has dou-

bled in size and become known as an innovator and 

leader in our denomination. First U has served as a 

welcoming spiritual home for religious liberals, a 

place for families to raise their children with UU val-

ues, and a good neighbor in the wider community. 

Christine is widely respected among UU ministers, 

and she is one of the reasons I accepted a job in a 

part of the country I had never considered before. I 

knew I would learn a lot from working by her side in 

my first pastorate. In the next nine months, we’ll 

have many opportunities to express our love and ap-

preciation for her. 

During that same period, this congregation will also 

undertake the work of finding a new senior minister. 

Some of you have asked whether it will be me. The 

answer is: We’ll see. I love this congregation very 

much. My position was developed as a residency in 

large church ministry, which means that over the 

last six and a half years, my work has been tailored 

toward becoming a senior minister somewhere, 

someday. But whether this is the time and place 

depends on the congregation’s vision for this next 

phase in its history and what kind of senior minis-

ter will best be able to lead into that vision. In other 

words, you have some work to do!  

A Search Committee, to be elected at the annual 

meeting on January 29, will lead a congregation-

wide discernment process and share the results 

with me. I’ll also share my experience, skill, and 

vision for my ministry with the Search Committee, 

and if we all agree that there’s a match, then they’ll 

recommend me to the congregation for a vote in 

May. If not, then I’ll do everything I can to support 

your successful search for a different candidate. 

The congregation’s wellbeing and future success are 

my first priority.  

Transitions and uncertainty can be unsettling, no 

doubt, and heaven knows we have so much of them 

in our lives this year! Together, guided by love and 

with the strength of community, we will find just 

the right path forward. Meanwhile, may the cycles 

of sun and moon, the warmth of Sunday services, 

and the ancient tradition of winter celebrations 

center us in peace and joy. 

Happy holidays. 

Blessings, 

 
 

From Christine  
Friends, I have been so gratified by your generous and forward-looking response to my announcement that I 

will retire at the end of August, 2017.  

Thanks for all the reassurances that retirement is a wonderful state of life;  I certainly have many good role 

models among you! And for all the hugs and the gratitude and the love: Please be assured that these all go 

both ways. My hope for the next six months, while you make your choices about the direction of your church 

and your new senior minister, is to keep things running smoothly and enjoy my last shot at things like Christ-

mas Pageants and supervising an intern. Over the Summer, we’ll start the work of saying goodbye in earnest.   

           Blessings,  Christine 



 

December 4 
Worship, 9:30 & 11:00 

“Forward Together” 

The Rev. Angela Herrera 

Drawing from the wisdom of 

Nonviolent Communication, a 

sermon about drawing out the 

best in ourselves and others in 

conversation. 

Music: Director of Music Susan 

Peck with Tania Hopkins and 

Laura Bartolucci 

Explorations, 9:30  

Self-Directed Aging: Staying 

Connected During the Holidays. 

Expressing joy and happiness, 

perspectives from Desmond Tutu 

and the Dalai Lama. Led by 

Angela Merkert. 

December 11 
Worship, 9:30 & 11:00 

“Cold Anger” 

Dan Lillie, Ministerial Intern 

Hot anger is reactive and often 

gets us into trouble. Cold anger 

gives us the power to keep 

fighting the good fight. 

Music: First Unitarian’s Dulcimer 

Ensemble 

Explorations, 9:30  

Overview on Advance Directives. 

A topic offered by the self-

directed aging group. Led by Nan 

Burke and Jan Wilson. 

December 18 
Worship, 9:30 & 11:00 

“Christmas Heretics” 

The Rev. Christine Robinson  

Did you know that “It Came Upon 

A Midnight Clear” was written by 

a heretic? (A “heretic” is a person 

who chooses their faith rather 

than accepting dogma. UUs are 

heretics by definition.) Unitarian 

minister Edmund Hamilton 

Sears wrote this lovely hymn. Did 

you know that the Nicean creed 

was established as dogma after a 

fist fight between the champion 

of the Unitarian side and an 

eventually famous Christmas 

personage now known as Santa?  

There’s more!  We’ll sing and 

hear our way through all kinds of 

Christmas lore. 

Music: The Chalice Singers  

Explorations, 9:30 

What Should I Tell My Friends 

and Relatives About this 

Church? Learn Christine’s 

answer to this and other 

questions from her 1999 sermon, 

“Frequently-Asked Questions.” 

Led by Ron Friederich. 

Sundays & Holidays   

December 24 

5:00 pm, “Family Service”  

The Rev. Christine Robinson 

We’ll put on a pageant for 

everybody, sing carols, and light 

candles to begin the Christmas 

holiday. This service is aimed at 

families with young children.  

Children who want to participate 

in the pageant should come in 

costume, dressed as angels, 

shepherds, royalty, or animals.  

7:00 pm, “Contemplation” 

The Rev. Angela Herrera  with 

Dan Lillie, Ministerial Intern 

 A contemplative service with 

music and candles. All are 

welcome. (Childcare will not be 

available.) 

December 25, 4:00 pm 

“Holiday Carols, Explained!”  

The Rev. Angela Herrera  with 

Director of Music Susan Peck 

Why do we sing “don we now our 

gay apparel?” What is a “nowell?” 

An intergenerational service of 

singing and understanding. We’ll 

include Hannukah songs, too. This 

year Christmas falls on a Sunday, 

so please note that we will have 

only one service on this day, 

at 4pm. There will be no morning 

services or regular religious 

education program for children.  

January 1 

Worship, 9:30 & 11:00 

“Out with the Old, In with the 

New!” 

The Rev. Christine Robinson 

Our worship service will offer 

several opportunities to do the 

rituals and activities of the new 

year…. toss what you are leaving 

behind in the fire, write resolu-

tions, ponder your life’s mis-

sion…as well as sing, listen to 

music, and gather with others.  

This will be an intergenerational 

service, with child care offered 

only for preschool and younger.   

Music: TBD 

 There will be no ROOTS           

program this month. The next 

ROOTS orientation to UUism 

will be January 22, 10:45am. 



 

News & Programs  

We Light a Candle 

We grieve with Maureen Ban-

non, whose brother-in-law died; 

with Sharon Hall, whose mother 

died; and with Jenni Johns, 

whose mother died and who is 

recovering from recent surgery.  

We light a candle for other mem-

bers of our congregation who are 

experiencing health challenges: 

Dumas Slade, Kirsten Ramsay, 

Ed Crawford, Dawn Lunt, and 

JD Lucas.  

Our thoughts are also with Sara 

Maley, who is recovering from a 

car accident, and with Geri 

Knoebel, whose sister is ill. 

Flowers Needed 
Do you have an anniversary, 

birthday or other special mile-

stone approaching that you’d 

like to celebrate by donating 

flowers for the Sanctuary? Or 

perhaps you would like to honor 

a loved one’s passing. These 

dates are now open: January 8 

and 29, and February 5 and 26. 

Contact saradell@comcast.net. 

Good Yule! 
The Covenant of UU Pagans in-

vites you to celebrate Yule on 

Saturday, December 17 at 6:00 

pm in the Social Hall. Setup is at 

5:00 pm, with a potluck follow-

ing the ritual. We are collecting 

food for the Food Pantry, so 

please bring a non-perishable 

food item as you are able.  

Buy Local! 
Finish up your holiday shopping 

at the First Unitarian Holiday 

Craft Fair! Come to the Memori-

al Hall before and after services 

on December 11 and 18 to buy 

unique art, jewelry, knits, and 

more. Warm up with some hot 

cocoa, listen to some seasonal 

music, and browse local, hand-

made gifts that give back to our 

church. 30% of proceeds of every 

sale will benefit First Unitarian’s 

programs.  

Would you like to be a vendor? 

Contact the church office at 884-

1801 to sign up for a table on one 

or both December days. We 

would love to have you! 

Theology on Tap 
Join us for rousing theological 

discussions over food and drinks! 

We will get to know each other 

and share our thoughts, feelings 

and experiences on the theme of 

“Hope.” Our gatherings will take 

place as follows: 

Monday, December 5 from 6:30-

8:30 pm at the Marble Tap Room

(9904 Montgomery Blvd NE).  

Thursday, December 15 from 

6:30-8:30 pm at Red Door Brew-

ing Company (1001 Candelaria 

Rd NE). 

If you know you will attend, 

please RSVP to Ministerial Intern 

Dan Lillie at dlillie@uuabq.org  

so he can plan accordingly. How-

ever, an RSVP is not required, so 

feel free to join even if you didn’t 

have a chance to notify us. 

Join the Membership 
Committee 
Now, more than ever, it is im-

portant to make sure our church 

is a welcoming place. Help be a 

part of that by joining the Mem-

bership Committee. We need 

your warm smiles and eager assis-

tance. If you are interested or have 

questions, please contact Beth   

Elliot at Belliot@uuabq.org. 

Christmas Potluck Brunch 
If your Christmas wish is to share 

the holiday meal with your church 

family, there will be a potluck 

brunch from 12:00-2:00 pm on 

Sunday, December 25. We’ll share 

a festive holiday meal and clean 

up together in time to attend the 

4:00 pm service. Look for the sig-

nup sheets in the Social Hall each 

Sunday in December.   

To help, contact Alison Grady at 

alisonegrady@yahoo.com or Lisa 

Johnson at Litzapie@gmail.com.   

NM 1M Women March 
First Unitarian will be participat-

ing in the New Mexico Million 

Women March on January 21. 

Mark your calendar! Contact      

belliot@uuabq.org for more info.  

Socorro Holiday Concert  
Our Socorro Branch cordially in-

vites you to their 10th Annual 

Holiday Concert! These devoted 

First U members would love to see 

some faces from Albuquerque join 

them for an afternoon of winter 

holiday music. The concert will 

take place on Sunday, December 

18 at 3:00 pm at The Episcopal 

Church of the Epiphany (908 

Leroy Place, Socorro NM 87801).  

Ministerial Intern Dan Lillie will 

be organizing a group from our 

Albuquerque congregation to car-

pool down to Socorro. Anyone  

interested in attending should 

contact Dan (dlillie@uuabq.org) 

to let him know you want to go! 

mailto:saradell@comcast.net
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From the Board of Directors 

 

Board Meeting Notes 

The Board met on Tuesday, November 15.  

Our financials continue to be on track to the 

2016 forecast, with the congregation on track with 

their giving and the staff doing a great job of spend-

ing carefully. 

The Radical Generosity team reported that after the 

appeal on Sunday, November 13, our pledging is on 

track from last year. We may need to do another ap-

peal before year end. In next month’s board meet-

ing, we’ll look at the latest projections and make the 

always-tough priority calls for next year. 

The policy task force presented a few proposed by-

law changes which were well received. We will put 

these forward in the January annual meeting for 

congregational approval. They are clarifying in       

nature, not revolutionary and we don’t expect any 

big issues with the changes. 

Our Operations Team continues to work with the 

Buildings and Grounds Team on property improve-

ments, and they have made great headway on cam-

pus lighting, among other things. They are also eval-

uating options for some 2017 improvement  ideas 

which will go to the congregation in January’s annu-

al meeting. 

The Board heard from the Transition Team which 

has been working on the pending ministerial transi-

tion. They reported on their work to prepare    mate-

rials for the website and Town Hall meetings, and 

asked the board to approve the letter which accom-

panied Christine’s.   

The next Board meeting will be Tuesday, December 

13 at 7:00 pm in the Memorial Hall, and members 

are welcome to attend.  

-Larry Alei 2016 Board President 

Ministerial Transition 
After almost 30 years of incredible service as our 

Minister at First Unitarian, Christine has announced 

that she will retire next August and leave full-time 

ministry. Under Christine’s steady leadership we 

have built new buildings, grown to be one of the 

largest UU congregations in the country, given visi-

bility to UU values in our community and developed 

new and important programs. We will be remember-

ing her time with us and celebrating her ministry 

over the next 9 months.  Please join us in wishing 

Christine well as she moves toward retirement.  

As we look ahead to the future, we will be following 

guidelines for ministerial transition laid out for us 

by the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA).  

One point that stands out is that successful transi-

tions are open and inclusive—this is a congregation-

al process. The church Board is responsible for guid-

ing and monitoring the process, but the congrega-

tion makes the decision and members will be        

involved in several ways.   

Christine and the Board recently sent letters to our 

mailing list of church members and friends, sharing 

her announcement and outlining our process for se-

curing her replacement in the Senior Minister posi-

tion. If you didn’t receive the letters (two in a single 

envelope), copies are available in the church office 

and at the connections table. As we’ve announced 

before, we will follow the UUA recommendation to 

evaluate our internal candidate first (Angela Herre-

ra) before looking externally.  

If you weren’t able to attend one of our Town Hall 

Meetings on November 27 to hear about the transi-

tion process, we will have two more Town Halls on 

December 4–at 10:45 am and 12:15 pm in the Me-

morial Hall. We also have a dedicated page on our 

website: uuabq.org/ministertransition. 

Per our church bylaws, our Leadership Succession 

Committee will be recommending a slate of mem-

bers to serve on a Search Committee. The congrega-

tion will vote on that slate at our January 29 annual 

meeting. If you are interested in being part of the 

Search Committee, check out the special section of 

our website: uuabq.org/ministertransition. Please 

note the December 7 deadline to apply for the 

search committee; that timeline will enable us to 

thoughtfully construct the team, and do our best to 

represent the many demographics, programs and 

focus areas which make us who we are.   

History tells us that transitions can be difficult, up-

lifting, or somewhere in between. The church lead-

ership is committed to our moving forward together 

and continuing to thrive! This is an exciting time for 

us to reflect on all that we have become with Chris-

tine’s leadership and how we will move into the        

future together.    

-Larry Alei, 2016 Board President 

http://www.uuabq.org/ministertransition/
http://www.uuabq.org/ministertransition/


 

Religious Education 

From Our Director of                 
Religious Education  

“I am not a teacher but an awakener.”
                 – Robert Frost     
 

 
Greetings!  
 
Like many of you, I had a pretty rough time in the 

middle of November. I felt some despair and de-

spondency. And then my job took over. Or rather, I 

should say, my work.  

My work is to create a program that will awaken our 

children to their background and possibilities as 

Unitarian Universalists. They need to know some 

background—about where we come from and what 

we stand for. That’s the time spent studying the is-

sues before deciding to take action. The possibilities 

are realized as we discuss where their liberal faith 

encourages them to go.  

You. You, parents, and you, church members; grown-

ups of all kinds, are the leaders whom the children 

here look up to, because it is you who teach their 

classes here, and lead their youth groups. It is you 

who pass along our principles, encourage their criti-

cal thinking, puzzle over moral dilemmas, and most 

importantly—open their minds to see the possibili-

ties. You do this by sharing yourself with these chil-

dren; by becoming a part of their church family.   

I am often heard asking people to consider volun-

teering in the RE department. I require it of regis-

tered families—16 hours during the year. At this 

time, it is one of the best ways I can think of to prop-

agate our ideas about the inherent worth and dignity 

of every person, and every single one of the rest of 

our stated principles. Won’t you join us? 

Spring Teacher team sign-up (join a team that teach-

es one class regularly throughout a semester): 

http://bit.ly/28LsLtZ. 

Floater signup: (be present for teacher holidays, and 

fill in for absent teachers, at your convenience): 

http://bit.ly/2a947WO. 

  

From Our Youth Coordinator 

November has been quite the month in 

the RE Youth Programming. At the very 

end of October we held the annual Fam-

ily Halloween party, which allowed us 

raise money for the Youth Fund for fu-

ture events and trips. We also had four youth attend a 

Leadership Development Con, a regional UU Youth 

gathering for young leaders!  

You may have noticed something else we have, the 

chalk art in front of the sanctuary, which we did the 

Sunday after the election to express unity, love and 

freedom, and to express hope in the future. 

Mia Noren 

December RE Calendar 

December 4: Regular classes; RE Family picnic 

(in Memorial Hall in case of inclement weather). 

December 11: Start in the Sanctuary; regular clas-

ses; post-sermon pizza for youth (please RSVP to 

your advisor). 

December 18: Regular classes; RE Council             

meeting; OWL informational meeting. 

December 25: Intergenerational service at 4:00 

pm; no RE, no Children’s Chapel; no child-

care. 

January 1: Intergenerational service; no RE; 

childcare available.  

 

 

-Colin Spooner 

ypcoord@uuabq.org 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0a45aba729aafd0-201617
http://bit.ly/2a947WO
mailto:ypcoord@uuabq.org


 

Justice 

Share Your Interests After School  

 It is wonderful to be able to offer enrichment experi-

ences to the students in First U’s After-School Tutor-

ing Program, and we much appreciate the generosity 

of donors who make this possible. 

Recently, the children had four unusual visitors dur-

ing their Wednesday art time: Two falcons, an owl, 

and a red tailed hawk. The Hawks Aloft program, 

which rescues injured birds, gave students the oppor-

tunity to get a very close view of the raptors and to 

learn a lot about the birds’ characteristics, habits, 

and habitats. The children had been reading and dis-

cussing books about raptors in the previous tutoring 

sessions so they were well prepared for this special 

event and had many questions for the two present-

ers—Julia from Hawks Aloft, and Mary Chappelle, 

one of our tutors who is also the “guardian” of the 

two falcons.  

The 18 children enrolled in the program meet twice a 

week with their tutors, and on Wednesday also have 

physical education for one hour and an art activity or 

an enrichment program. We welcome ideas from an-

yone who has suggestions about other programs or 

has a special hobby or interest they would like to 

share.  In the past members of the congregation have 

volunteered to teach the children music, dance, pup-

pet making, geology, and various crafts.   

Contact Carol Oslund if you would like to share an 

idea or volunteer: kenqxz@aol.com. 

Earth Web Green Corner 

Armor Up Against Holiday 

Buying Frenzy—View “The 

Story of Stuff” 

When: Wednesday, December 7, 6:30 pm. 

Where: Social Hall 

What: Transitions [off fossil fuels] invites 

everyone to their snack potluck, with “Story of 

Stuff” program. 

Vote with Your Dollars! 

Buy brands from companies that support your 

values, and boycott those that hurt the 

environment. Educate yourself about companies’ 

values at Jim Hightower’s hightowerlowdown.org. 

You can also access his archived columns.  

ESL Instructors & Substitutes Needed 

Volunteer for First U’s Adult ESL Program and make 

a difference in the lives of immigrants and refugees. 

 When: The spring session runs from Monday, 

January 3 to May 8 (14 sessions). Classes are 

held Monday evenings from 6:30-8:00 (arrive 

6:15 to set up).  

The time commitment is about 3-4 hours for 

teaching and preparation. ESL materials and  

assistance are available. 

 Where: First U RE Building 

 Who: Our students are mostly from Mexico and 

Central America but occasionally from other 

countries. Small class size (2-6 students) and 

some one-on-one tutoring. Teachers do not need 

to speak Spanish or another language. 

Volunteers are needed to work with students of all 

skill levels, from non-English speaking beginners to 

those with more advanced skills. We may also have 

students studying for their U.S. Citizenship Test. It is 

very rewarding and fun!  

To learn more or volunteer, contact Connie Molecke 

at 321-7698 or conniemolecke@gmail.com. 

mailto:kenqxz@aol.com
https://hightowerlowdown.org/
mailto:conniemolecke@gmail.com


 

 

Ongoing Groups—Newcomers Always Welcome! (call the office to check for holiday changes) 

Animal Advocates 
 

12:10 pm, fourth Sun. Wesson Room  Sacha Bush,                         
chabush99@yahoo.com 

Arts & Aesthetics Committee 12:15 pm, fourth Sun. Arnold Room Elizabeth Runyon,            
ekrunyon@yahoo.com 

Beginning Yoga 
Bring a mat and a donation of cash 
or canned food for the food pantry. 

12 pm, Sat. Memorial Hall Ann Walton, 265-4675 or 
annwalton1@comcast.net 

Bread, Wine, and Book Club 
Holiday Get-Together. Please bring 
a small snack to share. 

7 pm, second Fri. Next 
meeting: December 9 

208 Montclair Dr. 
NE 

salllyjacobsen409@gmail.com 

Caring Economy Advocacy 
Group 

10 am, first Sat. Arnold Room Bob Riley, bbriley@gmail.com 
or 323-0364 

Chalice Singers Choir 7 pm, Thurs. Sanctuary Susan Peck, speck@uuabq.org 

Course in Miracles 3-4:30 pm, Sun. Wesson Room Bob Riley, bbriley@gmail.com 

Covenant of UU Pagans 
 

7 pm, second Fri. Arnold Room Raven Peters, 
ravenreed@yahoo.com 

Dining for Women Potluck 
Bring a dish and monetary donation. 

6 pm, third Wed. Memorial Hall Sonja Pulvino, 
ginkgo5@hotmail.com 

Earth Web  
Bring your own plate, cutlery, and a 
dish to share. 

12:15 pm, second Sun. Wesson Room  Linda Doherty, 604-6432 

InSights Drop-In Covenant Group  6:30 pm, first and third  
Mon. 

Family Room Torre Near, tdnear@gmail.com 

Meditation Group  5:30 pm, Thurs. Arnold Room John Roth, 
JohnRoth1@gmail.com 

Meditative Coloring Group 5 pm, second Tues. Memorial Hall Beth Elliot, BElliott@uuabq.org 

Mindfulness Meditation Group  11 am, Sun. Wesson Room Pam Bliss,                           
pamblissnm@msn.com 

Monday Afternoon Book Club 
Selected poems, readers’ choice 

2 pm, December 19 68 Pinon Hill 
Road NE 

Linda Bairstow,  
lindajbairstow@hotmail.com 

Nature & Spirituality Discussion 
Group  

7 pm, first and third Tues. RE Foyer Jac Estes,  jacestes@gmail.com 

Nonfiction Book Group  
Tales from Both Sides of the Brain, 
by Michael S. Gazzaniga 

2 pm Wed. Arnold Room Bob Wood,                            
roberttwood@gmail.com 

Public Banking Group  
Establishing a local public bank 

10 am, third Sat. Wesson Room  Sally Jacobsen,  
salllyjacobsen409@gmail.com 

Secular Buddhism Study Group 7 pm, second Mondays Wesson Room Roy Ellis Moody, 344-8930 or 
speaker@roymoody.com 

Single Moms Group 12 pm, first and third Sun-
days 

Varies Beth Elliot, BElliot@uuabq.org 

Sol Singers  
Pastoral care choir 

5:30 pm, Mondays Social Hall Susan Peck, speck@uuabq.org 

Wednesday Potluck  5:30 pm, first Wednesdays Memorial Hall Mary Wilks, 803-8554 

Wisdom Circle  
 

9:30 am, third Saturdays 
 

Memorial Hall Gary Carlson, 
cannmgary@aol.com or            
897-1850 
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Sunday Worship Services 

Albuquerque 
9:30 and 11:00 AM  

In the Sanctuary 

Carlsbad 
4:00 PM 

First Presbyterian Church 
309 W. Shaw 

East Mountains 
11:00 AM 

UU Congregation, E. Mtns.  
1 Deanna Ln. 

(off Dinkle Road) 

Socorro 
4:00 PM 

Epiphany Episcopal 
Church, 908 Leroy Place 

  ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

  – DATED MATERIAL – 

 Non-Profit 

Organization 
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Permit No. 80 

First Unitarian Church                                                                         

3701 Carlisle Boulevard NE                                                              

Albuquerque, NM 87110                                                    

www.uuabq.org     phone (505) 884-1801 

We have a mobile giving page. Scan the QR code 

to the left  to access our mobile giving page. Thank 

you for your generosity!  

http://uuabq.org

