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Meet Our Musical Director! 

Dear Friends, 

The ministers and Music Futures Task 

Force are thrilled to announce that  

Susan Peck will be our new Director of Music! Susan 

was selected after a months-long process of applica-

tions, interviews, and a wonderfully successful in- 

person audition in November. She plans to relocate 

to Albuquerque from Portland, Oregon, and begin 

her work in January.  

Susan has 16 years of experience as a music director, 

including 12 years in UU congregations. She holds 

bachelor’s and master’s degrees in music, and has 

broad experience performing, accompanying, and 

conducting in multiple genres. Susan has taught 

music in both private and university settings, and is 

an arranger and composer. She is the Music Coordi-

nator for next year’s UU General Assembly, a con-

ference of more than 3,000 UUs. And remarkably, 

Susan is also the President Elect of the UU Musi-

cians Network, the national network of more than 

600 UU musicians.  

During her audition weekend, the search committee 

solicited feedback from the many people who got to 

experience Susan’s leadership. It was unanimously 

positive. Members described her as “fun,” 

“relatable,” “excellent,” and “delightful.” A group of 

non-singers who joined her for a 30-minute singing 

workshop remarked that she put them at ease, cre-

ated a safe space to try out their voices, and got 

them singing loudly. The sound was so impressive, 

church staff overheard and asked what singing 

group had appeared in the room!  

Susan also has a strong commitment to community 

bonding, social justice, and intergenerational con-

nections through music, which encompass the three 

pillars of our congregation’s five-year strategic plan. 

For her part, Susan says, “I am smitten; this is a 

thriving congregation that practices so much of 

what I have long dreamed for in my UU career. It 

would be an honor to serve and learn with this 

community.” 

We are very excited to have such an accomplished, 

warm, and visionary person to take our music pro-

gram to new heights.  

Blessings, 

 

 

In January, First U will 

welcome Music Director 

Susan Peck. She’s  

also pictured below with 

one of our second– and 

third-grade RE classes 

last month.  



 

December 6 

Worship, 9:30 & 11:00 

“The Nativity Scene” 

The Rev. Angela Herrera 

A sermon about one of the most 

iconic expressions of Christmas. 

How realistic is the scene we 

portray about Jesus’ birth? Does 

it square with the gospels? And 

how do UUs relate to it? 

Music: Wojciech Milewski 

Explorations, 9:30  

Exploring the Seven UU 

Principles: What Do They Mean 

for Us? Discussion leader: Ron 

Friederich.  

December 13 

Worship, 9:30 & 11:00 

“Hanukkah” 

The Rev. Angela Herrera 

UUs honor that there is more 
than one December holiday. But 
do you really know the story 
behind Hanukah?  

Music: Daniel Jencka, 

harpsichord 

Explorations, 9:30  

Just Mercy, a memoir by an 

activist lawyer (Session 2). 

Discussion leader: Angela 

Merkert.  

December 20 

Worship, 9:30 & 11:00  

“Solistice and the Play of Light 

and Dark” 

The Rev. Christine Robinson 

The basic theme of late December 

is “it gets darker and darker and 

darker, and then a child is born.” 

And, “it gets darker and darker 

and darker…and we light a 

candle,” and “it gets darker and 

darker and darker, and then the 

sun turns towards life and 

another year.” Come help us live 

through the dark and into the 

light!  

Music: The Chalice Singers 

Explorations, 9:30  

Just Mercy. (Session 3). 

Discussion leader: Angela 

Merkert.  

December 27 

“New Day, New Year, New You?” 

The Rev. Christine Robinson 

It’s an entirely artificial marker, 

this beginning of 2016, but we 

can use it to look at what we want 

to make new. You choose how to 

use your time in worship: listen 

to music in the Sanctuary, take a 

walk in the habitat, consider a 

wall of wisdom, leave something 

behind in a fire ceremony, talk to 

your family about a family 

resolution…. A homily from 

Christine will complete the  

service, which is appropriate for 

kids. Child care will also be 

provided.   

Music: High Desert Brass  

We Light a Candle 

We light a candle for Dorothy 

Reynolds, whose husband of 64 

years, Vern Reynolds, died on 

November 21. Vern and Dorothy 

have been members of the church 

for many years.  

We grieve with Helen Skredgard, 

whose husband Curt died. 

Christine will conduct a 

memorial service for Curt at 3:00 

pm on December 11.  

Sundays & Holiday Services 

Christmas Eve Services 

5:00 pm  

“Room for a Little One” 

The Rev. Angela Herrera and 

James Galasinski 

This service is open to all, and 

is especially welcoming to fam-

ilies with young kids. We’ll sing 

carols and celebrate the Christ-

mas story in a no-rehearsal 

pageant based on Room for a 

Little One, complete with lulla-

bies sung by The Spirit Singers. 

“Little ones” are invited to 

come early at 4:45 to grab an 

animal or star costume, so they 

can participate. We’ll have our 

traditional candle-lighting cer-

emony, too. The offering will go 

to the Food Pantry.  

7:30 pm   

“Peaceful Jazz Christmas”   

The Rev. Christine Robinson 

and James Galasinski 

We’ll also have our candle 

lighting and some traditional 

Christmas music as we lift up 

the theme of Christmas Peace. 

The offering will go to the Food 

Pantry. Bring cookies to share 

at coffee hour! 

Our thoughts are with Anna 

Watkins, whose father died; and 

with Sue Coates, whose friend 

died.  

We also light a candle for Natalie 

Cunningham, who broke her hip 

in a fall. 



 

Holiday Events   

Celebrate Christmas the Western Way! 

The UU Coffeehouse and the Western Music Association present the 

Flying J Wranglers for an evening of great music, humor, and yuletide 

cheer as they sing and play a mix of western, spiritual, and popular 

Christmas classics.   

Mark your calendars for Tuesday, December 8 at 7:oo pm in the 

Sanctuary. Doors open at 6:00 for food and drink. Santa Claus will be 

in the Social Hall to take pictures with the kids (or kids at heart!).   

 Tickets are $15 in advance (see below), and $20 at the door.   

 Kids ages 7 to 17 are half price, with kids under 6 free!  

 30% of ticket sales and 100% of food and drink sales benefit First 
Unitarian. 

Save $5 per person, and buy tickets in advance online:  
www.flyingjwranglersdec8.brownpapertickets.com. 

Wednesday Holiday Potluck 

You’re invited! Join us to share in a festive potluck on Wednesday, 

December 2 in the Memorial Hall. Doors open at 5:30 pm; dinner be-

gins at 6:00. Please bring an appetizer, salad, main dish, or dessert. Not 

a cook? You can also contribute $4 in lieu of a dish. Wine will be availa-

ble for $2 per glass, and non-alcoholic beverages will be sold for $1.  

We’ll be playing an optional “white elephant” game, so if you’d like to 

participate, please bring a wrapped gift ($5 or less). 

Everyone—singles, families, members, and visitors—is welcome.  

Contact Mary Wilks (803-8554) or Janelle Campbell (659-1383) with 

any questions. We look forward to seeing you soon. 

Theology on Tap 

Join us on Monday, December 

14 and 28 at 7:00 pm at Nexus 

Brewery (4730 Pan American 

NE ). Come for a libation and 

stay for the conversation! 

Sing-Along & Tree 

Decorating   

Join the fun on Saturday, Decem-

ber 19, from 3:00-5:30 pm in the 

Social Hall and Sanctuary. 

We’ll start with a Christmas Tea 

in the Social Hall, singing old car-

ols, pagan carols, kids’ Christmas 

songs, and winter carols. We’ll 

take a break to make some deco-

rations for the sanctuary tree, 

and at 5:00, we’ll head into the 

sanctuary, add our decorations, 

spend a few minutes honoring 

the winter dark, and lighting 

some candles of hope. Bring your 

family, some Christmas goodies, 

$1.00 a person for supplies, and 

all your good will!  

Weather Policy 

On weekdays, the church staff 

follows Albuquerque Public 

Schools’ policy. When schools 

open late, the office opens at 

10:00 am. When schools close, 

the church office is likely to be 

closed with staff working from 

home. Evening and weekend      

closures are determined by the 

staff. Please call the office or 

check the church website before 

venturing out in bad weather.  

http://www.flyingjwranglersdec8.brownpapertickets.com


 

News & Programs 

 

WANTED!  

The 411 gang, for acts of abundant generosity. 

This month, we give our warmest thanks to the 411 

families and individuals who’ve pledged to keep our 

church vibrant and help it grow in 2016. 

 Together you have pledged $655,734, almost 

92% of our goal. This includes $5,790 in new 

member pledges.  

 We’ve had an average 6.38% pledge increase 

among those who pledged last year.  

This shows an exceptional level of support and         

generosity! We look forward to hearing from 91 

families who’ve not taken the opportunity to pledge. 

Your pledges will be the deciding factor on the 

pledge drive’s success and the church’s ability to 

fund its mission and goals. 

Your pledges will let First Unitarian continue to 

make a difference in the lives of our church mem-

bers, friends, the community of which we are a part, 

and the larger world we are connected to. May your 

generosity be rewarded through deeper connection 

with the church and a shared ownership of its       

future.   

New Book Group 

The book Being Mortal—Illness, Medicine, and 

What Matters in the End by Atul Gawande is a 

thought-provoking read. Author and journalist 

Katherine Boo describes it as “a deeply affecting, ur-

gently important book—one not just about dying and 

the limits of medicine, but about living to the last 

with autonomy, dignity, and joy.”  

If you would be interested in a four-session discussion 

group based this book, please contact Linda Solomon 

at Lteachs1@gmail.com. Possible times, dates, and fa-

cilitator can be discussed; we’re hoping this can happen 

in January. 

Hiring: Member Development Director 

In January First Unitarian will be hiring a part-time 

Member Development Director. We’re looking for a 

high-energy person with good people skills. Person-

al maturity, a willingness to experiment until some-

thing works, and a commitment to UUism are      

necessary. Our Member Development Director has 

three areas of work:  

  Helping new members (and anyone else who 

asks) find a place at First Unitarian. This involves 

managing the Connections Table and the infor-

mation disseminated there, in areas of volunteer-

ing, adult programs, and  social bonding.  

 Helping to form small groups to enhance social 

bonds, as well as helping with larger social events.   

 Enhancing social media and online connectivity.   

This job will be 15 hours per week, with Sunday 

hours most weeks and office hours TBA, Monday-

Thursday. Some work from home is possible. The 

salary is $12,000 per year. Christine will be the su-

pervisor; call her for more information. The appli-

cation deadline is January 15, with a start date of 

about February 1.   

Board Notes 

The Board met November 17 in regular session. The 

Board approved:    

 Spending for an architectural review of options to 

expand our administrative space to include offices 

for the Music Director and future interns. 

  Sections of the Policy Manual dealing with policy 

development and confidentiality.  

 Presenting by-laws changes for a vote at the       

Annual Meeting of the Congregation.  

 Sending a year-end appeal to the congregation 

requesting support for a new program to aid the 

homeless, and funds to create an office space for 

our new Music Director. 

The board also discussed priorities for the 2016 

budget. The Board will meet on December 16, at 

7:00 pm in Memorial Hall. All members of the Con-

gregation are welcome to attend. 

 

mailto:Lteachs1@gmail.com


 

James Galasinski 

Religious Education 

From Our Director of                 

Religious Education  

   “Volunteers do not necessarily have 
the time; they just have the heart.”  

         -Elizabeth Andrew 

Greetings! December is here, and for RE that means 

wrapping up our current classes and preparing for 

Spring semester, which starts in January. Just as 

early spring plants and flowers need the cold of win-

ter to begin their cycle of life, we must prepare for 

Spring by making sure we have enough teachers for 

our classes! Whether you are already teaching and 

wish to continue, or are considering teaching for the 

first time, you can check what positions are available 

and sign up here: http://bit.ly/1MRQEx8. 

“Tapestry of Faith” is the collection of religious edu-

cation curricula the UUA provides for faith develop-

ment. Our Pre-K class will continue with “Chalice 

Children,” and kindergarteners and first-graders will 

continue with “Around the Church, Around the 

Year.” Second- and third-graders will begin “Signs of 

Our Faith,” and  fourth- and fifth-graders will begin 

“Toolbox of Faith.”  

If you aren’t able to commit to teach at this time, you 

can serve as a floater or special events volunteer. 

Sign up at http://bit.ly/1PMpMlq. 

Floaters help us to fill in when the unexpected keeps 

a teacher or assistant away, and special events vol-

unteers help out on Teacher Holidays and at a few 

special celebrations.  

I expect to announce in mid-December which OWL 

classes will start in January. If you haven’t already, 

please hand in those parent surveys!  

Our next teacher luncheon will be on Sunday,       

December 13 at 12:30 pm in the Memorial Hall, and 

will be hosted by the Reverend Angela Herrera and 

me. Please RSVP to RE Administrative Assistant 

Alana Rodriguez at readmin@uuabq.org if you are 

an RE teacher and would like to attend. Child care 

and children’s lunch provided!  

 

From Our Youth               

Coordinator 

 

Mid-High 
We have been studying Judaism 

and attended a Shabbat service at Congregation        

Albert. We got a tour from the Cantor and had a 

wonderful experience overall. Next, we will begin to 

explore Eastern religions. 

La Amikoj 
We took a short break from Virtue Ethics to discuss 

“what worship is,” and explore its different styles. 

This month we will look at responsibility and        

compassion.  

Mia Noren 

December RE Calendar 

December 6:  Children start in the Sanctuary,       

regular classes, RE Council meeting  

December 13:  Regular classes, teacher luncheon 

December 20:  Regular classes 

December 27: Childcare only; no children’s chap-

el; teacher holiday for winter break.  

Edible chalices in progress.  

http://bit.ly/1MRQEx8
http://bit.ly/1PMpMlq
mailto:readmin@uuabq.org


 

Earth Web Green Corner 

Choose Spring Classes 
When: Sunday, December 13, 

12:15-2:45 p.m. 

Where: Wesson Room 

What: Help decide which of two interactive 

Northwest Earth Institute classes to offer in the 

spring: 

Change Is Our Choice: Creating Climate 

Solutions: a five-chapter, e-book course of 

study leading to action, caring for 

ourselves and the community.  

Powering a Bright Future: a three-

chapter interactive course.   

Instead of buying a book, participants will 

complete each chapter online, then come together 

to discuss it once a month (instead of twice a 

month, as in past courses). 

Justice 

Potluck and White Elephant Party 

Reuse, recycle, and re-gift...but please don’t buy 

something new for the Earth Web Potluck Christ-

mas Party.  

This event is open to Earth Web members and their 

significant others, and to anyone who wants to      

become more involved in Earth Web in 2016.  

Bring a dish to share and join us on Friday, December 

18 from 6:00-8:30 p.m. at 208 Montclaire Drive NE.  

RSVP to Sally Jacobsen at 971-570-2922 or                       

sally jacobsen409@gmail.com. 

 

Funding for Our Food Pantry 

You know the joke about how the $5 bill and the 

$20 bill were comparing their lives while on their 

way to the government money shredder?  The $20 

said, “I went to Las Vegas, I went to fancy hotels, I 

went to amazing restaurants…”  and the $5 said, “I 

went to the grocery store many times, and once I 

went to an amusement park, but best of all were the 

times I went into the offering at Church.” And the 

$20 said, “What’s a church?” 

On Christmas Eve, the entire offering goes to our 

church’s food pantry, which gives out about 70 bags 

of groceries to our neighbors every week of the 

year. Although we buy the food at a big discount 

from the Roadrunner Food Bank, you can do the 

math—that’s a lot of groceries, and Christmas Eve 

is our major fund raiser for this important out-

reach.    

So show your $20’s a good time and make their 

lives worthwhile! (Checks are also welcome: make 

them out to the church and write “Food Pantry” in 

the memo line.)  

Update: Family Promise of Abq 

First U may soon be joining 19 other Albuquerque 

churches in a program to house homeless families 

this winter. Albuquerque has a waiting list of fami-

lies who need shelter and help to get back on their 

feet. The program provides meals and shelter for up 

to four families at a time, helping adults find work 

and affordable housing while the children attend 

daycare or school. Each participating church hosts 

the families as a group for one week, every three 

months. A small group of our members are devel-

oping a proposal for how the program might work 

at First U and will be bringing it to our ministers 

and staff early this month.   

Now that you know a little about this opportunity, 

we’d love to know if you would like to help. We’ll 

need volunteers for many small tasks. 

To learn more, please contact our coordinators, 

Jean Sorrels-Jones (jsorrellsjones@gmail.com), 

George Jones (jonesgc@gmail.com), or Meghan 

Shattuck (meegsnm@gmail.com).  

mailto:sallyjacobsen409@gmail.com
mailto:jsorrellsjones@gmail.com
mailto:jonesgc@gmail.com
mailto:meegsnm@gmail.com


 

 

Ongoing Groups—Newcomers Always Welcome! 

(Call the office towards the end of the month for holiday-related schedule changes)  

Animal Advocates 
 

12:10 pm, fourth Sundays Wesson Room  Sacha Bush,                         
chabush99@yahoo.com 

Beginning Yoga 
Bring a mat and a donation of cash 
or canned food for the food pantry. 

12 pm, Saturdays  Social Hall Ann Walton, 265-4675 or 
annwalton1@comcast.net 

Bread, Wine, and Book Club 
Holiday get-together; no book        
selection this month 

Second Fridays of the 
month. Next meeting: 7 pm,           
December 11 

11305          
Biscayne NE 

Martha Beyerlein,                 
martha.beyerlein@comcast.net 

Brown Bag Lunch  
Topic: Gnosticism 

12 pm, Wednesdays Family Room  John Roth, 
JohnRoth1@gmail.com 

Caring Economy Advocacy 
Group 

10 am, first Saturdays Arnold Room Bob Riley, bbriley@gmail.com 
or 323-0364 

Course in Miracles 3-4:30 pm, Sundays Wesson Room Bob Riley, bbriley@gmail.com 

Covenant of UU Pagans 
 

7 pm, second Fridays Arnold Room Raven Peters, 
ravenreed@yahoo.com 

Earth Web  
Healing the Earth. Bring your own 
plate, cutlery, and a dish to share. 

12:15 pm, second Sundays Wesson Room Barbara Leonard, 
barbl@swcp.com 

Fiber Arts Group 
Bring a lunch and project.   

12:00 pm, first and third 
Mondays 

RE Room #3 Carol Bonda, mimbon@aol.com 

Insights Drop-In Covenant Group  6:30 pm, first and third  
Mondays 

Family Room Torre Near, tdnear@gmail.com  

Integral Meditation and                 
Discussion Group 

7 pm, first and third Fridays Arnold Room Jac Estes, 255-4191 or 
 jacestes@gmail.com 

Meditation Group  5:30 pm, Thursdays Arnold Room John Roth, 
JohnRoth1@gmail.com 

Mindfulness Meditation Group  11:00 am, Sundays Wesson Room Pam Bliss, pam-
blissnm@msn.com. 

Monday Afternoon Book Club 
Bring a favorite poem to share! 

2 pm December 21 68 Pinon Pl NE Linda Bairstow, 828-1944 

Nature & Spirituality  Discussion 
Group 

7 pm, first and third       
Tuesdays  

Wesson Room Kathryn Haase, 255-4191 or 
haasekathryn@gmail.com 

Nonfiction Book Discussion 
Group 

2 pm Wednesdays Arnold Room Bob Wood,                            
roberttwood@gmail.com 

Public Banking Group 10 am, third Saturdays Wesson Room Sally Jacobsen, (971)570-2922 

Secular Buddhism Study Group 7 pm, second Mondays Wesson Room Roy Ellis Moody, 344-8930 or 
speaker@roymoody.com 

UUkulele Group 7 pm, fourth Tuesdays Memorial Hall Vance Bass, vrbass@nmia.com 

Wednesday Potluck 
Bring a dish to share, or pay $5. 
Wine available for $2 per glass.  

6 pm, first Wednesdays Memorial Hall Mary Wilks, 803-8554 

Wisdom Circle  
A community of consciously aging 
UUs. 

9:30 am, third Saturdays 
 

Memorial Hall Gary Carlson, 
cannmgary@aol.com or            
897-1850 



 

 

Sunday Worship Services 

Albuquerque 
9:30 and 11:00 AM  

In the Sanctuary 

Carlsbad 
4:00 PM 

First Presbyterian Church 
309 W. Shaw 

East Mountains 
11:00 AM 

UU Congregation, E. Mtns.  
1 Deanna Ln. 

(off Dinkle Road) 

Socorro 
4:00 PM 

Epiphany Episcopal 
Church, 908 Leroy Place 
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www.uuabq.org     phone (505) 884-1801 

We have a mobile giving page. Scan the QR code 

to the left  to access our mobile giving page. Thank 

you for your generosity!  

http://uuabq.org

