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How Do You Know?
I’ve learned a lot during my internship.
One thing I’ve learned is how much I still
don’t know!
Some of the lessons were very straightforward, such
as learning how to deliver the Benediction. After my
first attempt, Christine promptly made an appointment with me for the following day to meet for some
“pointers.” I took her advice, practiced what she
taught me, and now I can deliver a benediction that
people can hear and understand.
Some lessons were more difficult, requiring that I
learn to do something new, and that I unlearn a
habit. For example, I have worked right up to deadlines most of my life. So when I identified timemanagement as something I needed to learn, it was
not just a matter of creating new, healthy habits, but
breaking old, limiting ones. I know the truth of the
lesson in my head, but knowing how to do it consistently is something I still struggle with.

But Wait, There’s More….
Dan’s ministerial internship is over, but he is not
leaving yet! Dan will be with us part time
through the summer, helping out as Angela
takes some study/sabbatical leave to prepare to
launch as Senior Minister, and Christine works on
saying goodbye. Angela and Dan are also seeking
permission from the UUA’s Ministerial Fellowship
Committee for him to stay on for 1-2 years as a
Ministerial Resident, after which time Angela
will hire a long-term Assistant or Associate Minister. Having Dan as Ministerial Resident will help us
experience a smoother transition than if we brought
in a new minister who doesn’t know the congregation. And he has been a good minister and colleague in his time here. We are glad we don’t have
to say goodbye just yet.

And then there are lessons that words are insufficient to explain. Not all knowing comes from the
head. Sometimes my heart speaks—not in words,
but in tears, laughs, tension in my shoulders, or
sweaty palms. Often, I don’t hear it over the shouting of my brain. But my heart knows stuff too; stuff
that is just as real, just as true as the words of any
philosopher, poet, or scientist.
How do we know what we know? We observe, listen, think, and feel. And we learn better, that is, we
have access to more truth, when we learn together.
When we learn in community, what we come to
know is a more complete, more robust understanding of the world than any of us could have on our own.
I have learned more from being in community with
all of you during my internship than any number of
books could ever teach me. And for this, my heart
whispers: “Thank You.”

What a Vote!
A hearty thank you to all church
members who turned out for the special meeting on May 7. Your 99.7%
vote to call me as the next Senior Minister really knocked my socks off, and caught the
attention of others in the Unitarian Universalist Association as well! I am humbled and moved by your
enthusiasm and I’m so excited to continue on with
First Unitarian in this new role. Thanks also to all
who could not vote, but who expressed their support. What a wonderful congregation. What a lucky
minister.
On September 1, we will begin a new era in the life
of this congregation—one that flows forward from
the past with grace, embodies our shared vision for
the present, and meets the future with a big heart,
thoughtfulness, and creativity.
Between now and then, however, we have a different task, and that is to say goodbye to the Senior
Minister who has helped us become what we are.
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Sundays & Candles
June 4

June 18

Worship, 9:30 & 11:00
“How to Say Goodbye”

“Immigration & Sanctuary”

The Rev. Christine Robinson
In the hit musical, “Hamilton”
George Washington has to sing
sternly to his young assistant,
Alexander Hamilton, about the
importance of his stepping down
after two terms and saying
goodbye. There’s a lot of wisdom
to that song, which we’ll hear as
we contemplate together how to
do this thing that now looms
before us.
Music: Spare Parts

June 11
Worship, 9:30 & 11:00
“Lessons Learned, Wisdom
Earned”
The Rev. Christine Robinson
Every time I pass the portrait of
the frizzy-headed young woman
on the wall between the Social
Hall and Sanctuary, I think about
how she has changed, inside and
out, during these nearly 29 years.
I’ll talk about that, and reprise
some of my favorite readings,
poems, and stories that have
become touchstones in my life.

The Rev. Angela Herrera
With the new administration in
Washington this year came an
intensification of an already
brutal US immigration system.
This Father’s Day, we’ll take a
look at the facts, especially as
immigration relates to families,
and find out what the First
Unitarian Board’s Sanctuary
Task Force discovered about
what we are called to do. See
page 6 for information about the
Citizenship Fund to be launched
on this day.
Music: Angela Alei, piano

June 25
Worship, 9:30 & 11:00
“The Call of Nature”
Members of CUUPS
Christine has worked with
members of our “Covenant of UU
Pagans,” a varied group of UUs
whose theology is naturefocused, sometimes goddess
focused, and always ritualfocused, to produce this service
honoring nature in music, story,
and words. Come and be blessed!

Music: High Desert Brass

Music: Sol Singers

Sunday Forum, 11:00
New Mexico Women.Org. Learn
about the work of our JuneAugust Change for the Future
recipient. See page 6 for more
information on this organization.

We Light a Candle
We grieve with Geri Knoebel,
whose father died, and with
Alana Rodriguez, whose
grandmother was tragically
killed.
Our thoughts are with Barbara
Adkins, who is recovering from
health challenges; with Janet
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Cliff, who is scheduled for surgery,
and with Nancy Fohn, who is
being treated for stage 1 breast
cancer. We are grateful that
Nancy’s prognosis is good.
We light a candle of celebration for
Tashara Stout, daughter of
Brieanne and Tony Stout, who
graduated from highschool, and
for all of our graduates.
We love to hear about our
congregation’s graduating high
school and college seniors, but
somebody (even the grads
themselves) has to brag on them
so we get the details right. Email
publications@uuabq.org.

Ride Sharing Potential
A ride-sharing program may be an
outgrowth of the developing Zip
Code communities at First Unitarian. We’ve contacted several large
UU churches that felt that a “rides
ministry” was an important part of
their church program, and that
simply sharing rides to church
with fellow members from our
neighborhoods helps us get to
know each other better.
To learn more, contact Jay Johnson at jayjojohn@yahoo.com.

Roots Class
The next Roots class for newcomers and those interested in more
information on UUism will be held
on Sunday, June 25 at 11:00 am in
the Memorial Hall.
Membership Director Beth Elliot
will talk about UU History and the
history of this congregation. She is
our congregation’s specialist in
helping people find groups, activities, and tasks that suit them.

News & Programs
“What A Vote!” cont’d.

That makes this moment both
happy and sad. As we begin this
summer’s process of celebrating
and saying goodbye to Christine,
we will experience many emotions. And that’s okay. There is
room for all that this moment is
and all that we feel.
To those who have a particularly
personal relationship with Christine, I want you to know that I
am holding you in my heart, and
that I will miss her, too. The impact of her mentorship on my
ministry will continue for all the
years to come. Let’s keep each
other close as we nurture and
tend this institution that has
been placed in our hands by
those who came before us, so
that we can care for one another
and for this earth, and we can
pass it on to those who come after. I invite you to reach out and
let me know how you are doing.
I look forward to hearing from
you.
Many blessings and thanks again
to all.
Your Senior Minister Elect,

A potluck will follow as usual—
please bring a dish to share. If
you’d like to help us reduce our
carbon footprint, you can also
bring your own reusable cutlery
and dinnerware.
Non-perishable food donations for
the Food Pantry are much appreciated, as you are able.

Taco Fiesta & Silent
Auction for Kids Camp
Come hungry and ready to shop on
Saturday, June 3, at 5:30 pm!
Please join us in the Social Hall for
an evening of food, drinks, and
camp-style entertainment to raise
money to send kids to UU Kids
Camp. We have auction items to fit
every budget, from Isotopes tickets
and mini golf passes to Santa Fe
Opera tickets.
If you’re feeling brave, silly, or
both, you can participate in skits
and songs after dinner. The silent
auction will run during dinner and
the entertainment. We’ll roast
s’mores for dessert.
Childcare will be available for
young children during the entertainment portion. Please preregister with Alana by emailing
her at readmin@uuabq.org.

Watch the Ware Lecture
Litha Celebration
Celebrate the Summer Solstice
with the Coyote Willow Covenant
of UU Pagans on Saturday, June
17 at 5:00 pm. We’ll meet in the
Wesson Room and set up will
begin at 4:00 pm.

Not able to attend the UU General
Assembly in New Orleans? You
can still see the Ware Lecture!
Each year a distinguished guest is
invited to give the keynote Ware
Lecture. This year’s speaker is
Bryan Stevenson, the founder
and Executive Director of the

Equal Justice Initiative in Montgomery, Alabama. Mr. Stevenson
has successfully argued several
cases in the United States Supreme Court on excessive and unfair sentencing. He is the recent
author of the New York Times
bestseller, Just Mercy. We will be
sharing the live video feed of his
Ware Lecture from this year’s GA
on Saturday, June 24 at 7:30 pm
in the Sanctuary. Contact Membership Director Beth Elliot at
Belliot@uuabq.org.

Make Music this
Summer
Sol Singers will continue to
sing through the summer, every
Monday in the Social Hall from
5:30-6:30 pm. We learn music by
heart, and share love with the community. Our wide-ranging repertoire includes healing songs, folk
tunes, protest music, pagan chants,
and world music. All voices and ages
are welcome.
Meditative Singing services will
be held in the sanctuary on June
12 and July 10. Find an hour of
peace and harmony with shared
songs, poetry, listening circle, and
silent meditation. All voices welcome. Please bring objects for our
altar.
Protest Songs: Then and
Now: Susan Peck will lead a sixsession summer RE class for adults
and youth (with emphasis on
“Now”). Singing in community is a
powerful way to promote unity and
make ourselves heard. The class
will meet at 11:00 am on June 11,
18, 25 and July 9, 16, 30. We’ll talk
Cont’d.
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News & Programs
about the history and significance of singing as social
activism, sing a few classic protest songs from the Civil
Rights Era and South Africa’s Anti-Apartheid movement, learn new music being written and sung right
here, right now, and find at least one opportunity to
raise our voices at a public event. We especially need
help with song-leading on June 25 and July 30.

Theology on Tap: “Acceptance”

We welcome new people at any an all of these
groups or events! For more information, email Susan at speck@uuabq.org.

Thursday, June 15, 6:30-8:30 pm at Eclectic Urban
Pizzeria and Tap House (2119 Menaul Blvd NE).

At Theology on Tap gatherings, we get to know each
other by sharing our thoughts, feelings and experiences. We’ll gather twice in June:
Monday, June 5, 6:30-8:30 pm, at Chama River
Brewing Company (4939 Pan American Frwy).

Contact Dan Lillie (dlillie@uuabq.org) with questions or to let him know you plan on attending (but
an RSVP not required).

Christine’s Office Closing Party!
Because of the office renovations planned for July,
Christine will be moving out of her office and working from home or “perching” around the church for
her last two months. On Sunday, June 18 from
10:30 am -1:00 pm, come and help her say goodbye
to her office and (especially) find a book on her
bookshelf to take home with you! Take a peek
at the rest of the offices and the renovation plans
while you are there!

Board Meeting Notes
The First Unitarian Board of Directors met on
Tuesday, May 17.
We began with a brief recognition and celebration of
Angela’s successful election to Senior Minister,
effective September 1, and reflected on the process.
We think and hope that this process was
experienced by members as a well-planned and
well-communicated effort, in line with our values to
practice democratic governance. Angela’s
installation is planned for Saturday, November 4.

Christianity Discussion Group
In the emerging era of human spirituality questions
may be more important than answers. Many of us
recognize our need for community, theology, and
liturgy that are congruent with both our intuition
and our intellect. Some would like to reclaim the
name “Christian” from the religious right, and some
would just as soon look for a new name. If you are
interested in preliminary discussions regarding progressive Christian or post-Christian community, theology, and liturgy, you are invited to meet at
noon on Sunday, June 11 in the Arnold Room, with
Steve Miller. Steve is a retired UCC minister who
often attends First U.

Financials remain on track overall. We saw a deficit
in year-to-date revenue due to an inadvertent
systems disruption to monthly automated giving
during the change-over from 2016 to 2017. The
office staff is working with the affected members to
correct the situation.
We approved a proposal from the Endowment
Committee to accelerate their growing the
Endowment Fund by getting some coaching from a
consultant. Our Immigration/Sanctuary Task Force
received approval to further develop a proposed
scholarship fund, to help some of our adult ESL
students with the costs of applying for citizenship.

Intern Meet and Greet! Antonia Won
Our past interns will all return to be with us this
Summer, and Antonia, who was here for a half internship from January-June of 2008, will be the
first! Antonia will be with us on July 2, and all who
remember her are invited to spend some time with
her over light refreshments in the Memorial Hall,
starting at 12:15 pm on July 2.

Both of these initiatives will cover their own costs
via independent fundraising, and will not impact
church operating expenses or budget projections.
The next board meeting is planned for Tuesday,
June 20, at 6:30 pm in the Memorial Hall, and
members are welcome to attend.
-Larry Alei, Board President
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Religious Education
Back at church, we will start in the Sanctuary, and
then return to the RE Building for our first session
of the summer! Elementary children will participate
in Different Together, an original curriculum
that addresses learning about difference, community, and social justice in our own lives. A description
of the curriculum is on the sign-up page at https://
tinyurl.com/uuabqsummer . There are two classes—one for PreK-2nd grade, and another for 3rd-5th
grade. There are no teacher teams in the summer,
so please sign up for a time that you can teach!
(PS: This is a chance to give our regular teacher
team members a break, and a great way to join our
RE Community. If you haven’t taught before, or
have only floated, please sign up!)

From Our Director of
Religious Education
“The desert, when the sun comes up….
I couldn’t tell where heaven stopped
and the Earth began.”
– Tom Hanks, as Forrest Gump
Greetings!
Thanks to your generosity during the Guest at Your
Table campaign, we’ll be contributing $1,595.84 to
the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee! What
a great way to kick off the summer. We have a lot
fun in store….
Saturday, June 3: Silent auction to benefit the UU
Kid’s Camp scholarship fund—read more about this
great event on page 3!

Mia Noren

Sunday, June 4: Teacher holiday, and the new
date for Field Day. We’ll have a bouncy house, games
and fun activities. You’ll receive tickets (including
one for ice cream!) when you sign in. Parents, please
sign up at https://tinyurl.com/refield to help out
with one of the Field Day activities!

From Our Youth Coordinator
Our youth can choose from two options
this summer. In the classroom, we’ll
implement D’Oh, God!, a UU curriculum based on the religious messages in
the animated TV show, The Simpsons.

Sunday, June 11: Families are invited to come join
the Rev. Angela Herrera for a special tradition—our
outdoor service, Worship in the Wilderness. We’ll
gather at 8:00 am in the parking lot at the southwest
corner of Coors and Montaño (overflow parking is
available in the Bosque School gravel lot if needed).
We’ll sing, take a 10-minute walk into the woods,
and celebrate our lives and interconnectedness on
the banks of the Rio Grande. A few tips:

Youth are also welcome to participate in Protest
Songs: Then and Now, a multigenerational program with Director of Music Susan Peck, described
on page 3.

ypcoord@uuabq.org

 Protect against mosquitos by wearing long sleeves

and pants, and use some bug spray.

June RE Calendar

 In case of thunder and lightning or other inclem-

June 3: UU Kids Camp Silent Auction.

ent weather, we will reschedule. Check the First
UU Families page on Facebook for any updates.

June 4: Field Day.
June 11: Worship in the Wilderness (8 am); start in
the Sanctuary; first day of summer session.

 Gentle dogs are welcome at this service.
 The pace of the walk is gentle, but it’s on a trail. Be

June 18: Regular classes.

prepared with the right kind of shoes, and know
your mobility limits.

June 25: Regular classes, RE pool party from 5-7
pm at Montgomery Pool (https://tinyurl.com/
uuabqpool).
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Justice
Citizenship Fund Launch

Earth Web Green Corner

In support of our adult ESL program participants,
the Immigration/Sanctuary Task Force is creating
a new fund to help with the cost of the N-400 Application for Naturalization (the test to become a
US citizen). The fee for the test is $725, which is
quite prohibitive for some people who are working towards becoming citizens. This fund is designed to remove the financial barrier for those
who participate in our adult ESL program and are
prepared to take the test.

Multi-Recycling Bin in the
North Parking Lot
If you don’t have city curb-side
recycling pickup, be on the look out for a large
multi-recycling bin in the Church north parking lot
that takes paper, cardboard, cans, and plastic (not
glass). Albuquerque-Bernalillo County Water and
Sanitation have agreed to place the giant bin in our
lot experimentally for a month. If widely used, the
Church would assume the cost thereafter.

There’s just one thing: Our Citizenship Fund
needs funds! Please support the launch of this
important initiative by coming to church ready to
donate on Sunday, June 18 for our Citizenship Fund Kick-Off. We will be set up in the
Social Hall after both services ready to gratefully
accept your financial contributions via cash,
check, and credit/debit card. Our goal is to raise
$2,175 to start the fund, which would fully
cover the cost for three applicants.

June 11 Meeting
Sunday, June 11, at 12:15 will be our last EarthWeb meeting until August 13. Join us to discuss
whether to participate with Animal Advocates in a
weekend of events, workshops, and perhaps a
Forum about whole earth inter-species awareness,
presented by the Rev. LoraKim Joyner of the
national UU Animal Ministry. Or weigh in on other
forums we might plan for the fall: Drilling damage
in Chaco Canyon? New Mexico Earth and Water
Watch?

Change for the Future Recipient:
New Mexico Women.Org
Females comprise 51% of the New Mexico population—25% of them live in poverty; 14% of women over the age of 65 live in poverty. 25% of New
Mexico women will experience sexual assault in
their lifetime. Our teen pregnancy rate is the second-highest nationwide.

Food Pantry Volunteers Needed
Do you have about an hour and a half to spare on the
third or fifth Wednesday of the month?

NewMexicoWomen.org works to change these
statistics by building philanthropic resources, advancing positive policy changes, and researching
and leading on issues affecting women and girls.
From June 4 through August 27, they will
receive all coins collected during the offering.
Please bring your spare change to church on Sunday!

If so, please consider volunteering as a distributor at
our Food Pantry. Working with other First U distributors, you’ll hand out prepacked sacks of food to our
very appreciative clients. If you cannot commit to a
consistent shift, we also need substitutes who can fill
in when a regular distributor cannot make their assigned day.

You can also learn more about this organization
at a Sunday Forum on June 11 (see page 2).

To volunteer, or for more information, please contact
Pam Bliss at pamblissNM@msn.com or 897-2178.
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Ongoing Groups—Newcomers Always Welcome!
Animal Advocates

12:10 pm, fourth Sun.

Wesson Room

Sacha Bush,
chabush99@yahoo.com

Arts & Aesthetics Committee

12:15 pm, fourth Sun.

Arnold Room

Elizabeth Runyon,
ekrunyon@yahoo.com

Beginning Yoga
Bring a mat and a donation of cash
or canned food for the food pantry.

12 pm, Sat.

Memorial Hall

Ann Walton, 265-4675 or
annwalton1@comcast.net

Bread, Wine, and Book Club
Share a book you’ve enjoyed!

7 pm, June 9

11305 Biscayne
Dr. NE

Martha Beyerlein,
martha.beyerlein@comcast.net

Caring Economy Advocacy Group

10 am, first Sat.

Arnold Room

Bob Riley, bbriley@gmail.com
or 323-0364

Course in Miracles

3-4:30 pm, Sun.

Wesson Room

Bob Riley, bbriley@gmail.com

Covenant of UU Pagans

7 pm, second Fri.

Arnold Room

Raven Peters,
ravenreed@yahoo.com

Dining for Women Potluck
Bring a dish and monetary donation.

6 pm, third Wed.

Memorial Hall

Patricia Erdmann,
pperdmann@gmail.com

Earth Web

12:15 pm, second Sun.

Wesson Room

Linda Doherty, 604-6432

InSights Drop-In Covenant Group

6:30 pm, first and third Mon.

Family Room

Torre Near, tdnear@gmail.com

Meditation Group

5:15 pm, Thurs.

Arnold Room

John Roth,
JohnRoth1@gmail.com

Mindfulness Meditation Group

11 am, Sun.

Wesson Room

Pam Bliss,
pamblissnm@msn.com

Meditative Singing Service

7 pm, 3rd Mondays

Social Hall

Susan Peck, speck@uuabq.org

Monday Afternoon Book Club
When Breath Becomes Air, by Paul
Kalanithi

June 26, 2 pm

6912 Brianna
Loop NE

Dena Lucas, 792-7778

Nature & Spirituality Discussion
Group

7 pm, first and third Tues.

RE Foyer

Jac Estes, jacestes@gmail.com

Nonfiction Book Group
The Zookeeper’s Wife, by Diane
Ackerman

2 pm Wed.

Arnold Room

Bob Wood,
roberttwood@gmail.com

Public Banking Group
Establishing a local public bank

10 am, third Sat.

Wesson Room

Sally Jacobsen,
salllyjacobsen409@gmail.com

Secular Buddhism Study Group

7 pm, second Mondays

Wesson Room

Roy Ellis Moody, 344-8930 or
speaker@roymoody.com

Single Moms Group

12 pm, first and third
Sundays

Varies

Beth Elliot, BElliot@uuabq.org

Sol Singers
Pastoral care choir

5:30 pm, Mondays

Social Hall

Susan Peck, speck@uuabq.org

Wednesday Potluck

5:30 pm, first Wednesdays

Memorial Hall

Mary Wilks, 803-8554

Wisdom Circle

9:30 am, third Saturdays

Memorial Hall

Gary Carlson,
cannmgary@aol.com
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Handy-person Opportunities
Sunday Worship Services
Albuquerque

9:30 and 11:00 AM
In the Sanctuary
East Mountains

11:00 AM
UU Congregation, E. Mtns.
1 Deanna Ln.
(off Dinkle Road)
Socorro

4:00 PM
Epiphany Episcopal
Church, 908 Leroy Place

From time to time there are “projects” such as painting walls, replacing
cabinet hardware, moving furniture, and organizing storage areas that
need to be done to help Facilities Manager Mark Fickler keep the campus buildings looking good and functioning well. If you are interested in
occasionally helping Mark (and saving First U some contractor expenses) contact Zoe Walton of the Building and Grounds Committee at
dewalt237@gmail.com or 299-0615.

We have a mobile giving page. Scan the QR code
to the left to access our mobile giving page. Thank
you for your generosity!
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