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Candidate!
Happy Spring! What a momentous
month May is for First Unitarian. On
May 7, the congregation will vote—for
the first time in nearly 30 years—on a
candidate for Senior Minister. I am excited, honored, and humbled to be your candidate.
Over the last seven years, we have had many adventures together, including: meditating, laughing, and
crying together on Sunday mornings; traveling by
the vanload to Arizona to protest an inhumane immigration system; building a new sanctuary; knocking on doors or educating legislators with Albuquerque Interfaith; blessing and dedicating babies;
breaking bread; launching new groups and outreach
programs; and getting to know our sister congregation in Kenya... just to name a few.
I have met with many of you one on one to talk,
pray, or work through challenges in your lives. I
have officiated at your weddings as you made big,
beautiful promises to each other, and I have companioned you in your grief for loved ones. We have
rolled up our sleeves at countless meetings, and
planned and carried out First Unitarian’s mission
together. Your vision, volunteer hours, generosity,
and stories of how this place has touched your lives
move and inspire me. Together, we make this an
amazing church—a big, energized place where people are invited into a loving community and meaningful living.

It would be my honor and a great joy to be called as
your next Senior Minister. I hope to have the
opportunity to continue this work with you, and to
experience exciting new things together in the
future.
By now you have received a special edition of The
Messenger prepared by the Search Committee,
detailing the schedule for “Candidating Week” April
30-May 7. It also contained a link to my online
ministerial “packet,” which is a portfolio (or in this
case a blog) that ministers put together to share
their training, experience, and vision with a congregation. You can read some of my ideas for First
Unitarian’s future there, at
www.iambecauseyouare.blogspot.com. I’ll also
preach about it on the Candidating Sundays.
Whether you are new to First Unitarian or a longtime member, I hope you’ll turn out at a Candidatiing event and bring any questions or thoughts
you’d like to share with me. If you are an official
member of the church, I also hope you’ll attend the
congregational vote on May 7. See you soon!
Bendiciones,

Town Hall Meeting & Ministerial Letter of Agreement
You are invited to a Q&A meeting with two members of the Board (Gwen Sawyer and Linda Skye). We will answer questions about the details of the proposed “Letter of Call and Ministry Agreement” that the Board has
provided to Angela as her official “contract” should the congregation vote to call her as our next Senior Minister. Angela has agreed to its terms and conditions. A summary “Letter of Agreement,” which includes mostly
budgetary details, will be voted on by the congregation at the May 7 Special Meeting. In the meantime, please
join us on:
Sunday, April 30 in the Memorial Hall
10:30 am to 11:00am
The full document is available at http://bit.ly/2pWGYg1
Hard copies will be available at the meeting.

Sundays & Candles
May 7
Worship, 9:30 & 11:00
“Everything Worth Doing”
The Rev. Angela Herrera
When asked what holds our faith
together in all of our diversity,
UUs share the adage, “We need
not think alike to love alike.”
Building on the message from
April 30, a sermon casting a
vision for loving our way into the
future at First Unitarian, in
Albuquerque, and beyond.
Music: Spare Parts
Explorations, 9:30
Self-Directed Aging: Doctors,
Denial & Death. Dr. Aroop
Mangalik will share highlights of
a recently-published book he
wrote on experiences with
patients.

May 14
Worship, 9:30 & 11:00
“Mothering the World”
The Rev. Christine Robinson
Christine will reflect on the
“mothering” energy we all have
and how we can use it to make a
difference in the world. We’ll
celebrate Mother’s Day with an
opportunity for anyone to light a
candle for their mother, their
children, or for the mothering
they do in the world. The children
will join us for the first part of the
service for some time with the
puppets.
Music: Randy Granger
Explorations, 9:30
Tarot and the Twelve Powers.
Creating and experiencing
personal growth and personal
myths. Guest speaker is Anatha

Attar, UU and author of Tarot
and the Twelve Powers: A
Journey for the Heart and Soul.

May 21

Explorations, 9:30
Is There a God? We’ll discuss a
book of this title by the Rev. Peter
Morales. Led by Robert Wood.

“Bridging”

We Light a Candle

A special service co-led by our
high school seniors and Angela
Herrera, as the youth mark their
transition from high school to
adulthood.

We light a candle for the friends
and families of former members
M.J. “Sandy” Sanderson and Dan
Vance, who died, and we grieve
with Richard Sonnenfeld, whose
father died.

Music: The Chalice Singers
Explorations, 9:30
Habitat for Humanity?
Cyberspace and Us. We’ll
explore the experiences of
inhabiting the virtual reality of
the internet and being human in
the actual world. What is the long
term significance of a
computerized way of life? Where
do our UU values come into this
picture? What, if any, is the effect
on our spirituality? Led by
Jerilyn Bowen.

May 28
Worship, 9:30 & 11:00
“Pride”

Our thoughts are with Lucy Silva,
whose 100-year-old father has
entered a memory care facility,
and with Elizabeth Berrey, whose
daughter underwent surgery.
We are grateful that Gwen
Sawyer’s and Maryjean Bailey’s
surgeries were successful.
We hold Chris Addis in our hearts
as she receives hospice care.
Finally, we light a candle of
celebration for Tony Ration and
Dylan McDonald, who were
married by Angela last month.

No Roots Class
Memorial Day Weekend

Dan Lillie, Ministerial Intern
Pride is a two-sided coin. On the
one side, we hear things like
“pride comes before the fall,” and
we associate pride with
stubbornness and arrogance. But
on the other side, shouldn’t we
take pride in our work and our
identities? Shouldn’t we be proud
of our achievements and
accomplishments? Let’s explore
good pride, bad pride, and how to
tell one from the other.

The next Roots class for
newcomers and those interested in
more information on UUism will
be held on June 25 at 10:15.

This service will also include a
ceremonial end of the internship
for Dan.

Contact Susan Peck at
speck@uuabq.org ASAP, for a
special 3-chord project.

Music: Euphony

Membership Director Beth Elliot
will talk about UU History and the
history of this congregation, and is
our congregation’s specialist in
helping people find groups,
activities, and tasks that suit them.
Calling All Ukulele Players!

News & Programs
Delegate Spots Open!

Attention Intern Friends!

Theater Camp at First U

Seven Delegate Spots Open
for First U at 2017 General
Assembly
There are some important issues
to vote on at GA this year, including UUA President. Three
candidates for UUA President
have and continue to participate
in forums. To learn more, visit
http://bit.ly/2omKHSf.

Several generous families in the
church have agreed to fund the
return of our congregation’s interns this summer, as a part of
the celebration of Christine’s
ministry (and to ease our minister’s tasks in this transitional
year.) All of our past interns except Ron Hersom, who is too ill
to travel, will be returning for a
weekend in July or August.
Christine is starting an informal
task force to help her with the
organizational details of these
visits. If you had a special relationship with one of our interns
or just want to help out, please let
her know.

Looking for a summer activity for
1st-12th graders?

Can’t Go to New Orleans?
Consider being a virtual, or offsite, delegate. Learn more at
http://www.uua.org/ga/off-site.
Off-site delegates can watch and
ask questions online, and participate live sessions, including
workshops and business sessions. Off-site voting delegates
can also propose amendments in
the live business sessions, participate in debates, and vote in
general sessions.
If you are interested in being an
in-person or virtual delegate
please contact Judy Bentley at
judybeme@msn.com.

Save the Date!
Mountain Desert District Fall
Assembly & Annual Meeting
The MDD 2017 Conference and
Annual Meeting will be held Friday, October 13 through Saturday, October 14 at the UU
Church of Boulder. The Keynote
speaker will be the Rev. Dr.
Kendyl Gibbons, coeditor of Humanist Voices in UU. Learn
more at MDDUUA.org.

Musical Summer
Session
Director of Music Susan Peck will
lead a six-session summer RE class
for adults and youth on “Protest
Songs: Then and Now” (with emphasis on “Now”). The class will
meet at 11:00 am on June 11, 18,
25 and July 9, 16, 30. We’ll talk
about the history and significance
of singing as social activism, sing
some of the classic protest songs,
learn new music being written and
sung right here, right now, and
find at least one opportunity to
raise our voices at a public event.
Contact Susan Peck at
speck@uuabq.org if you’re interested, especially if you can help
with song-leading on a few of the
Sundays.

First Unitarian will be hosting the
Missoula Children’s Theatre
(MCT), partnered with local educational theatre company PLAY
Conservatory.
A camp for children currently in
1st-12th grade will run June 19-23
from 1:00-5:30 pm, culminating in
performances of “The Tortoise and
the Hare” on June 23 and 24.
As part of our agreement with
PLAY Conservatory, up to 10 families at First U will be offered partial and full scholarships for the
$200 tuition. If you are interested
in participating, please register by
May 31 at http://bit.ly/2o7SUOI.
If you need scholarship assistance,
please email Shannon Horst at
shannon@playconservatory.org
and let her know that you are one
of the First Unitarian families.

Hike at Battleship Rock
On Saturday, May 13 there will be
a one-way, 3.64-mile downhill
hike from Jemez Falls to Battleship Rock. An RSVP is required, so
please contact Kathleen Rhoad
at krhoad33@yahoo.com or 2259747 to be added to the hikers’
email list. A full description will be
emailed closer to the date.
For more information on the
group, take a look at the First U
Hiking website created and maintained by Scott Lake: http://
abquuhikers.wordpress.com/.

News & Programs
Board Meeting Notes
The First Unitarian board of directors met on Tuesday, April 18, in the Memorial Hall. After reviewing
the last five quarters of financial results and trends
(which are tracking well to forecast), we planned
ahead for a number of next steps in two of our strategic focus areas as summarized below.

Theology on Tap
Join us for rousing theological discussions over food
and drinks! While we usually meet on the first Monday and the third Thursday of each month, this
month will be a bit different.
Monday, May 1 is the Rise Up National Day of
Action and Resistance, supported by the Unitarian
Universalist Association. On this day, people are encouraged to not attend school or work and not spend
any money. In support of this effort, Theology on
Tap will take place on the second Monday of the
month, May 8 (just for this month). The third Thursday gathering will take place as normal.
At Theology on Tap gatherings, we get to know each
other by sharing our thoughts, feelings and experiences on a variety of theological themes. This
month’s theme is “Curiosity,” and our gatherings
will take place as follows:
Monday, May 8 from 6:30-8:30 pm at Drafty Kilt
Brewing Company (4814 Hardware Dr NE).
Thursday, May 18 from 6:30-8:30 pm at Nexus
Silver Taproom (2641 Coors Blvd NW).
If you know you are planning to attend, please email
Ministerial Intern Dan Lillie (dlillie@uuabq.org) to
RSVP so he can plan accordingly. However, an RSVP
is not required, so feel free to join even if you didn’t
have a chance to email in advance.

Calling All First UU Artists!
We are having a Silent Auction on June 3, 2017 to
benefit the UU Kids Summer Camp Fund. We
are asking any UU artists who are interested to donate an item for this auction. If you are interested
please contact Alison at Alisonegrady@gmail.com by
May 20, 2017.

(1) Ministerial Transition (providing an open
and transparent process to select the successor
to the Rev. Christine Robinson, who will retire
as Senior Minister at the end of August 2017).
April 20: Special edition of The Messenger
published with ministerial transition progress
and next steps.
April 30: Town Hall Meeting 10:30-11:00 am,
for anyone with questions on the ministerial
transition and Letter of Agreement between the
church and our Search Committee’s recommended candidate, the Rev. Angela Herrera)
April 30 to May 7: Candidating Week, for various church groups/programs, and members at
large to meet with Angela (please see her meeting schedule and office hours in the April 20 edition of The Messenger.
May 7: Special Congregational Meeting at 2:00
pm (members, please arrive by 1:30 to sign in
and obtain your ballot). Members in good standing as of April 7, 2017 will vote on our Search
Committee’s recommendation to call the Rev.
Angela Herrera as our next Senior Minister,
effective September 1, 2017.
(2) Immigration and Sanctuary (understanding
the law, our rights, and how we can help our vulnerable colleagues and neighbors).
April 23: Congregational Q&A on immigration/
sanctuary, 12:45-2:00 pm.
April 25: Church staff training on immigration/sanctuary, 12:15-1:15 pm.
May 15: Volunteer training on immigration
law/compliance, 4:00 pm.
The next board meeting is planned for Tuesday,
May 16, at 6:30 pm in the Social hall and members
are welcome to attend.
Larry Alei, 2017 Board President

Religious Education
From Our Director of
Religious Education
“Spring is the time of plans and
projects”
– Leo Tolstoy
Greetings!
There’s so much to keep up with! It’s a busy time at
our church, and RE is very busy this month, too!
Saturday, May 6: Come to Memorial Hall from
10:00-12:00 to speak with our senior minister candidate, the Rev. Angela Herrera. This time has been
set aside especially for RE families, RE volunteers,
and mid-high and high school youth.
Sunday, May 7: We will vote for our new senior
minister at the congregational meeting at 2:00.
There is a Pizza Sermon discussion group for our
mid-high and La Amikoj, and this month they will be
joined by the young adult group! Youth will attend
the 11:00 service, and Dan Lillie will lead their discussion starting at 12:30 in the Memorial Hall.
The UU Kid’s Camp scholarship fundraising group
sell lunch in the courtyard that day. It’s also our
First Sunday Family Picnic day—bring your lunch if
you prefer, or buy from the Kid’s Camp fundraiser,
and come hang out on the playground for kid fun
and parent time until the congregational meeting!
Sunday, May 14: Earth Web and RE will sponsor a
Sustainability Fair. Classes will go to the courtyard
for various activities, and you’re invited, too! Some
highlights: Off-Center Arts will sponsor a group art
activity and the “RE worms” will be on display. This
is our last spring session class!
Saturday, May 20: Annual RE Family BBQ from
5:00-8:00. If your last name begins with A-H, bring
something to drink; I-O bring a side dish or salad, PZ bring a sundae topping. We will supply the rest!
Special fun stuff will be at this BBQ! Come ready to
dance!
May 21: Rising 3rd graders and older kids will take
part in Mini-Camp Day, which offers fun and games
like those they’ll find at the UU Kids Camp, July 2328 in the Sacramento Mountains. Pre-K-2nd graders
will have free time for crafts and play outside.

Our high school seniors have planned a Bridging
Ceremony to take place during worship on this day.
Amara Tankersley, Alex Long, and Nazan Crosbie
will be honored and Bridged into young adulthood
in this moving ceremony.
May 28: Teacher holiday. This is a change from
previous years. We usually see low turnout on this
holiday weekend, so floaters will help with crafts,
games and outside play again. Sign-Up to help on
the 28th here: http://bit.ly/1MRQEx8. Our Field
Day has been moved to June 4—sign up to volunteer at http://bit.ly/2pjGRhR.

Mia Noren

From Our Youth Coordinator
Youth Programming has some cool
things going on! We have several
events planned to welcome Coming of
Age youth into the La Amikoj group,
including an overnight filled with fellowship, community, and spirituality. On May 7, youth will attend the 11:00 sermon, followed by pizza and a
discussion led by Dan Lillie. We’re looking forward
to the conclusion of the past year’s social justice
learning with a social justice project carried out by
the mid-high group. We are also anticipating a summer of fun and learning.
-Colin Spooner
ypcoord@uuabq.org

May RE Calendar
May 6: Conversations with the Rev. Angela Herrera
in the Memorial Hall, 10:00-12:00.
May 7: Regular classes, Critter Club, camp scholarship lunch, Pizza Sermon for youth.
May 14: Start in the Sanctuary; regular classes at
the Sustainability Fair.
May 20: Annual RE Family BBQ for all families,
children, youth, and volunteers!

Justice
Immigration & Sanctuary Task Force
The Immigration and Sanctuary Task force has
prepared comprehensive “Know Your Rights” information, available in both English and Spanish,
and has scheduled trainings for staff and volunteers in April and May. These trainings will inform
the creation of procedures on how to respond to a
possible ICE presence on our campus, as a variety
of our programs include community members for
whom immigration status is a significant concern.

Earth Web Green Corner

Sustainability Fair
May 14
Don’t Miss It!
Come to the courtyard between and after services
on Sunday, May 14, from 10:30-11:00 am and
12:00-12:30 pm.

Our growing group is supporting sanctuary by
working with other faith and social justice organizations to promote awareness and work toward
local policy changes. One gesture of commitment
for many First U members and friends has been
the signing of the UUA Declaration of Conscience.
If you are interested in signing it but haven’t yet
done so, you can access it here: http://
www.uua.org/loveresists/declaration-conscience.

 Plant Sale, courtesy of East Central Ministries

To learn more, contact Alisa Cooper de Uribe at
alisacooper@rocketship.com.

 Consult a master composter.

“Growing Awareness” urban farm:
 Tomatoes and cherry tomatoes—the variety

must be seen to be believed!
 Strawberries, peppers, eggplant.
 Hanging flower baskets.
 Tour the Church’s habitat with Virginia Burris.

 Activities for children (and the young at heart),

thanks to RE:
 Decorate pots for moms and fill them with

plants.
 Create art using found objects, courtesy of Off

Center Art.
 Study earthworms in their bin and take home

a cupful for your garden.
 Watch cookies bake in a solar oven—and eat

them!

First U marches for science on April 22.

Ongoing Groups—Newcomers Always Welcome!
Animal Advocates

12:10 pm, fourth Sun.

Wesson Room

Sacha Bush,
chabush99@yahoo.com

Arts & Aesthetics Committee

12:15 pm, fourth Sun.

Arnold Room

Elizabeth Runyon,
ekrunyon@yahoo.com

Beginning Yoga
Bring a mat and a donation of cash
or canned food for the food pantry.

12 pm, Sat.

Memorial Hall

Ann Walton, 265-4675 or
annwalton1@comcast.net

Bread, Wine, and Book Club
Our Souls At Night, by Kent Harouf

7 pm, May 12

208 Montclair Dr.
NE

Sally Jacobsen,
sallyjacobsen409@gmail.com

Caring Economy Advocacy Group

10 am, first Sat.

Arnold Room

Bob Riley, bbriley@gmail.com
or 323-0364

Chalice Singers Choir

7 pm, Thurs.

Sanctuary

Susan Peck, speck@uuabq.org

Course in Miracles

3-4:30 pm, Sun.

Wesson Room

Bob Riley, bbriley@gmail.com

Covenant of UU Pagans

7 pm, second Fri.

Arnold Room

Raven Peters,
ravenreed@yahoo.com

Dining for Women Potluck
Bring a dish and monetary donation.

6 pm, third Wed.

Memorial Hall

Patricia Erdmann,
pperdmann@gmail.com

Earth Web

12:15 pm, second Sun.

Wesson Room

Linda Doherty, 604-6432

InSights Drop-In Covenant Group

6:30 pm, first and third Mon.

Family Room

Torre Near, tdnear@gmail.com

Meditation Group

5:15 pm, Thurs.

Arnold Room

John Roth,
JohnRoth1@gmail.com

Meditative Coloring Group

5 pm, second Tues.

Memorial Hall

Beth Elliot, BElliott@uuabq.org

Mindfulness Meditation Group

11 am, Sun.

Wesson Room

Pam Bliss,
pamblissnm@msn.com

Meditative Singing Service

7 pm, 3rd Mondays

Social Hall

Susan Peck, speck@uuabq.org

Monday Afternoon Book Club
Our Souls At Night, by Kent Harouf

May 15, 2 pm

Memorial Hall

Joyce Etheridge, 509-308-5523

Nature & Spirituality Discussion
Group

7 pm, first and third Tues.

RE Foyer

Jac Estes, jacestes@gmail.com

Nonfiction Book Group
The Zookeeper’s Wife, by Diane
Ackerman

2 pm Wed.

Arnold Room

Bob Wood,
roberttwood@gmail.com

Public Banking Group
Establishing a local public bank

10 am, third Sat.

Wesson Room

Sally Jacobsen,
salllyjacobsen409@gmail.com

Secular Buddhism Study Group

7 pm, second Mondays

Wesson Room

Roy Ellis Moody, 344-8930 or
speaker@roymoody.com

Single Moms Group

12 pm, first and third
Sundays

Varies

Beth Elliot, BElliot@uuabq.org

Sol Singers
Pastoral care choir

5:30 pm, Mondays

Social Hall

Susan Peck, speck@uuabq.org

Wednesday Potluck

5:30 pm, first Wednesdays

Memorial Hall

Mary Wilks, 803-8554

Wisdom Circle

9:30 am, third Saturdays

Memorial Hall

Gary Carlson,
cannmgary@aol.com
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Sunday Worship Services
Albuquerque

9:30 and 11:00 AM
In the Sanctuary
East Mountains

11:00 AM
UU Congregation, E. Mtns.
1 Deanna Ln.
(off Dinkle Road)
Socorro

4:00 PM
Epiphany Episcopal
Church, 908 Leroy Place

We have a mobile giving page. Scan the QR code
to the left to access our mobile giving page. Thank
you for your generosity!

