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Wild Comfort 

The earth offers gift after gift—life 

and the living of it, light and the re-

turn of it, the growing things, the 

roaring things, fire and nightmares, 

falling water and the wisdom of 

friends, forgiveness. My god, the forgiveness, time, 

and the scouring tides. How does one accept gifts as 

great as these and hold them in the mind?…Notice 

the gift. Be astonished at it. Be glad for it, care 

about it. Keep it in mind. This is the greatest gift a 

person can give in return.  

                        -Kathleen Dean Moore, Wild Comfort 

How can we unite our notions of mundane and sa-

cred, holding planetary realities in holy reverence? 

We are living through looming anthropogenic cli-

mate change which feels so huge, making it easier to 

focus instead on immediate human troubles in our 

community and nation. They are, of course, related. 

Borders speak to the economy of corporations, not 

the hunger of farmers facing drought.  

 

When Congress eliminates the Endangered Species 

Act, might the timber wolves cry for mercy, kyrie 

eleison? Do we hear the whales singing the oceans’ 

praise: sanctus?  

May we be open to the mystery of “the interdepend-

ent web of all existence of which we are a part.” 

March 19 worship will include choral and congrega-

tional singing, poetry, a message from Earth Web, 

and a clay blessing by the Rev. Angela Herrera. 

That afternoon, the choir presents Missa Gaia/

Earth Mass, celebrating the beauty of the living 

earth.  

In harmony, 

 

Ministerial Transition Update 
As Christine prepares to retire this summer, our church readies itself to call a new senior minister. Your 

Search Committee’s task is to determine whether our internal candidate, Angela Herrera, is the right match 

for our congregation and make a recommendation to the congregation. 

As Angela prepares a record of her accomplishments and dreams for her future ministry, the Search Commit-

tee will help the congregation learn about itself and set down its own dreams for the future. To do that, we 

need to hear your voice! 

 We will be polling the congregation through a survey and group discussions. You can access the survey at 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SearchUUABQ, or come to one of our open discussion groups on Saturday 

March 4 at 10 am or Sunday March 12 at 11 am. 

 If Angela and the committee both find a good match, we will hold a candidating week April 30 to May 7, 

during which there will be many events for everyone in the congregation to hear directly from Angela and ask 

questions. On May 7 at 2 pm, there will be a congregational meeting during which the congregation will vote... 

or not... to call Angela as our next senior minister. The required quorum for this meeting is 30%—more than 

250 people—so please put it on your calendar.   

Susan Peck, Director of Music 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/371383.Kathleen_Dean_Moore
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SearchUUABQ


 

March 5 
Worship, 9:30 & 11:00 

“Underneath Peace” 

Ian Carrillo 

Ian is a church member and 

religious studies major at UNM 

who took a school-sponsored trip 

to Israel and Palestine last year. 

He’ll reflect on what he noticed 

about the conflict in this troubled 

part of the world. 

 Music: Spare Parts 

Explorations, 9:30 

Self-Directed Aging. Village to 

Village in the Albuquerque metro 

area.  

March 12 
Worship, 9:30 & 11:00 

“Being a UU” 

The Rev. Angela Herrera 

Our church may be large, but it’s 

just a drop in the bucket of UUs 

nationwide. A sermon about who 

we are together, and what we’re 

up to as a boisterous 

denomination. 

Music: TBA 

Explorations, 9:30  

God Part I. Learn what our 

ministers and the Rev. Peter 

Morales have said about God in 

their sermons. We will also share 

our views. Led by Ron Friederich. 

March 19 
Worship, 9:30 & 11:00 

“For the Earth Forever Turning” 

Susan Peck, Director of Music 

Susan will be joined by the 

worship team and Earth Web, 

with a water and clay blessing by 

Angela Herrera. Followed by 

afternoon concert of Missa 

Gaia/Earth Mass with the Chalice 

Singers and chamber ensemble.  

Music: The Chalice Singers 

Explorations, 9:30 

Finding Strength in These Times. 

Spiritual practices for clarity of 

purpose. Led by Angela Merkert.  

March 26 
Worship, 9:30 & 11:00 

“Abundance” 

The Rev. Angela Herrera 

So much human suffering can be 

traced to an illusion of scarcity, 

or an unquenchable thirst. And 

yet our lives overflow with 

abundance. Come and discover 

yours. 

Music: Quodlibet 

Explorations, 9:30 

Truth Through Beauty and Awe. 

Truth has multiple sources. In 

this session, we’ll consider a non-

traditional source.  

Sundays & Candles  
We Light a Candle 
We grieve with Scott Lake and Sue 

Campbell, whose fathers died; 

with Dan Small, whose stepfather 

died; with Barbara Mann, whose 

partner Wendy died; with Molly 

Caskey, whose sister died; with the 

friends and family of Carlsbad 

member Phil Tozier, who died, 

and with the friends and family of 

Socorro member John Shipman, 

who died.  

Our thoughts are with Richard 

McGoey, who had a stroke; with 

Connie Molecke, who had a knee 

replacement; and with Amy 

Woolley, whose daughter had 

brain surgery.  

We light a candle of celebration 

for Fred Whiteman Jennings, who 

is expecting a baby this summer.  

Finally, we wish a very happy 98th 

birthday to Jane Lovato. Jane is 

the last surviving charter member 

of the Fellowship from which our 

church was formed in 1956. (At 

the time, the Fellowship was 7 

years old, giving us our own 68- 

year history.)   

 

Guest at Your Table 

On March 12, we’ll launch the  

Guest at Your Table program in 

the sanctuary. Until April 9, fami-

lies are invited to support the UU 

Service Committee’s Human 

Rights work. The theme this year 

is “Defying Hate.” We hope you 

will contribute to this cause as we 

explore stories with children of all 

ages on how we can connect to 

and help within our community. 

- Jessica Dumm,  
  2017 Guest at Your Table Chair 



 

News & Programs  

2017 General Assembly 
Every year during the third week 

of June, UUs from across the 

country and beyond gather for 

our annual meeting, known as  

General Assembly (GA). This 

Year, GA is in New Orleans, 

from June 21-25. Anyone may 

attend to share in worship, go to 

workshops, participate in policy 

making, and explore New Orle-

ans’ history, cuisine, culture, and  

music.   

Congregations are represented 

by members who attend plenary 

sessions as delegates, and work 

together to conduct the business 

of the Unitarian Universalist As-

sociation (UUA).   

This year’s business incudes the 

election of a new UUA President.  

There will also be opportunities 

to celebrate the successes of the 

many UU congregations who 

have contributed time and funds 

to rebuild the city after Hurri-

cane Katrina.   

To learn more about GA, visit  

uua.org/ga. If you’re interested 

in representing First Unitarian 

as a delegate, contact Judy Bent-

ley at judybeme@msn.com.  

Ostara Celebration 
Coyote Willow CUUPS invites 

you to celebrate Ostara with the 

neo-pagan group Sandia Moun-

tain Grove Ár nDraíocht Féin. 

Gather with us on Sunday, 

March 19, at 4:30 pm in the     

Memorial Hall. Set up will begin 

at 3:30 pm; ritual will be led by 

the druids. Our usual potluck 

will follow. Please bring a non-

perishable food donation for the 

Food Pantry, as you are able. 

Bosque Hike 
On Saturday, March 11, the First 

U Hikers will meet for a 5-mile 

round-trip hike on the Bosque 

Trail, from I-40 to Montaño. 

There will also be a 2-mile option 

from the Rio Grande Nature Cen-

ter to Montaño and back. 

An RSVP is required, so please 

contact Kathleen Rhoad 

at krhoad33@yahoo.com or 225-

9747 to be added to the hikers’ 

email list. A full description will 

be emailed closer to the date. 

Learn more about the group at  

abquuhikers.wordpress.com. 

Honor a Fellow UU  
Every year, the Mountain Desert 

District (MDD) seeks nomina-

tions for two awards, both due at 

5:00 pm on June 30.  

The Dale Arnink Preaching 

Award goes annually to the 

preacher of a sermon that ex-

plores and promotes understand-

ing and application of Humanist 

teachings in Unitarian Universal-

ism. Religious professionals and 

interns are eligible. The award 

includes $300 and free registra-

tion for the MDD Fall Assembly 

in Salt Lake City. Learn more at 

http://mdduua.org/about-

us/award-nominations/. 

The Walk the Talk Award honors 

a UU lay person for living a life 

that  best exemplifies UU princi-

ples. The recipient will receive 

free registration for the Fall As-

sembly in Salt Lake City.  Learn 

more at  http://mdduua.org/

about-us/award-nominations/. 

The Sunday Collection 
Sunday offerings are always ac-

companied by the jingle of coins. 

If you’re new, you might wonder 

why so many people are putting in 

less than a dollar! 

That jingle is the sound effect of 

our daily spiritual practice of gen-

erosity. Whenever UUs receive 

change, we try to set the coins 

aside. On Sundays, we put it all in 

the offering basket. Every three 

months the total is given to a local 

cause. You can also designate 

checks or cash by putting it in an 

envelope marked “Change for the 

Future.” (Undesignated checks 

and cash support the operations of 

the church—also a worthy cause!) 

In 2016, we gave away more than 

$9,800  from the collection! 

This year’s Change for the Future 

recipients are Peace Talks Radio 

(March-May), New Mexico Wom-

en.ORG (June-August), Street 

Safe (September-November), and 

Freedom House (December 2017-

February 2018). 

Spring Cleaning 

Join the Earth Web group on Sat-

urday, March 4, for some spring 

cleaning along the Ri0 Grande 

Bosque. Since the early 1990s, 

Earth Web has helped to restore a 

10-acre site that was damaged by 

wildfire. This is a great chance to 

be part of an actual forest restora-

tion project, and to see the posi-

tive difference First U has made  

and the challenges we still face. 

We’ll work from 9-11 am, and then 

gather at Flying Star for brunch 

and conversation. Contact Ed 

Wallhagen at 239-2980 or 

ed.wallhagen@gmail.com. 

 

 

mailto:judybeme@msn.com
mailto:krhoad33@yahoo.com
abquuhikers.wordpress.com
http://mdduua.org/about-us/award-nominations/
http://mdduua.org/about-us/award-nominations/
http://mdduua.org/about-us/award-nominations/
http://mdduua.org/about-us/award-nominations/
mailto:ed.wallhagen@gmail.com


 

News & Programs 

 

Board Meeting Notes 

The 2017 board of directors kicked off on Tuesday 

February 21.  

Financials are on track thus far (as of the end of 

January).  

We agreed on our roles and the next steps to finalize 

our Board goals for the year, which were first out-

lined at our retreat earlier in the month. These goals 

will be shared on the church web site when they are 

better clarified. 

Geri Knoebel, chair of our new Ministerial Search 

Committee, facilitated a focus group discussion to 

collect board member input on the future direction 

of the church. The committee will be actively seek-

ing input from all church members, to articulate our 

collective future vision for the church. Town Hall 

discussions are scheduled for Saturday, March 4 

and Sunday, March 12, and a survey is online at 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/searchUUABQ. 

 -Larry Alei 2017 Board President 

Passover Seder April 15 
First Unitarian will host an inclusive potluck Passo-

ver seder the evening of Saturday, April 15 (the day 

before Easter) in the Memorial Hall. Details and a 

sign-up for the potluck will be available soon. In the 

meantime, please contact Kriss White at 504-5004 

or jkrissw@swcp.com if you’d like to help with plan-

ning and preparation, especially if you have prior 

seder experience. 

Traces of the Trade Film & Discussion 
In this award-winning documentary, filmmaker 

Katrina Browne discovers that her New England an-

cestors were the largest slave-trading family in U.S. 

history. Traces of the Trade: A Story from the Deep 

North follows the descendants of this wealthy New 

England family who retrace the geographical and 

psychological routes that enriched the lives of their 

slave-trading ancestors. 

A discussion led by Dain and Constance Perry, fami-

ly members and participants in the journey, will fol-

low the film’s screening. 

Doors open at 5:30 pm for light refreshments. The 

screening begins promptly at 6 pm, followed by 

group discussion until 9 pm. 

This event will take place on Friday, March 10 in 

the Memorial Hall. The event is free, but we are ask-

ing for pay-what-you-can donations to help offset 

the travel costs of our discussion hosts.  

Questions? Contact Ministerial Intern Dan Lillie at 

dlillie@uuabq.org. For more information about the 

film, visit: www.tracesofthetrade.org. 

Theology on Tap: Grace 
Join us for rousing theological discussions over food 

and drinks on the theme of “grace.” On the first 

Monday and the third Thursday of the month, we 

will get to know each other and share our thoughts, 

feelings and experiences. March gatherings will take 

place as follows: 

 Monday, March 6, 6:30-8:30 pm at O’Niell’s in 

Nob Hill (4310 Central Ave SE).  

 Thursday, March 16, 6:30-8:30 pm at Eclectic      

Urban Pizzeria & Tap House (2119 Menaul Blvd 

NE). 

If you know you are planning to attend, please email 

Ministerial Intern Dan Lillie (dlillie@uuabq.org) to 

RSVP so he can plan accordingly. However, an 

RSVP is not required, so feel free to join even if you 

didn’t have a chance to notify us. 

Roots Class 
Bring your coffee and join us on Sunday, on March 

26 at 10:45 am for Roots, a drop-in class for visitors 

and new members. The topic this month is UU The-

ology, presented by Ministerial Intern Dan Lillie. 

There will be plenty of time for questions and for 

folks to get to know each other.   

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/searchUUABQ
mailto:jkrissw@swcp.com
mailto:dlillie@uuabq.org
http://www.tracesofthetrade.org
mailto:dlillie@uuabq.org


 

Religious Education 

From Our Director of                 
Religious Education  

“No one has yet realized the wealth of 

sympathy, the kindness and generosi-

ty hidden in the soul of a child. The 

effort of every true education should be to unlock 

that treasure.”                                  -Emma Goldman 

 

Greetings!  

 The Month of Generosity is an important time in 

Religious Education at First U. We have several sim-

ultaneous programs, each offering children a differ-

ent way to experience being a generous person. 

When we are comfortable being generous, we are 

free to give—of ourselves, our time, and our treas-

ure—to live our UU Principles.  

We’ll begin March 5 with a canned food collection. 

Families donate canned goods for which the children 

hunt on Easter Morning and then present to our 

own Food Pantry. Please bring your donations of 

canned food to the RE Building foyer, rather than 

the usual food pantry collection baskets.  

On March 12, Guest at Your Table will be introduced 

in the sanctuary. This program, open to all mem-

bers, is how our Unitarian Universalist Service Com-

mittee (UUSC) raises funds. This year’s timely theme 

is “Defying Hate,” selected to coincide with Ken 

Burn’s PBS documentary, “The Sharps War” about 

Martha and Waitstill Sharp and the formation of the 

UUSC. Guest at Your Table donations will be collect-

ed on April 9.  

If you’d like to join our the RE volunteers, team, we 

always need folks to sign up to be a floater!  

Floaters are present for teacher holidays, and fill in 

for absent teachers, at your convenience. Here’s the 

sign-up: http://bit.ly/2a947WO. 

From Our Youth Coordinator 

Youth are continuing to plan their ser-

vice projects and to learn about Social 

Justice. In February we focused partic-

ularly on Black History Month. We 

read poems by Langston Hughes and heard stories 

of other notable African-Americans, learning about 

their successes and struggles, and how that relates 

to our own religious journey and fight for equality 

for all peoples. In March we will continue to learn 

about our religious call to equality and working to 

improve life for everyone regardless of race, sex, 

gender identity, religion, income, or ability.  

Mia Noren 

March RE Calendar 

March 5: Regular classes, OWL K/1 and 4/5,       

Critter Club. 

March 12: Coming of Age, start in the sanctuary, 

regular classes, OWL 7/8, last class for OWL K/1 

and 4/5. 

March 19: Teacher holiday, no 7/8 OWL, RE 

Council meeting.  

March 26: Coming of Age, Children’s Chapel,   

Regular classes, 7/8 OWL. 

-Colin Spooner 

ypcoord@uuabq.org 

Finally, I’ll be away March 2-4 to attend a Renais-

sance Module, one of the classes I need for creden-

tialing: Multicultural RE, being given at the Belle-

vue, WA UU church. From March 14-16, I’ll be at 

the Mountain Desert District DRE retreat in Boul-

der. The theme is “Nurturing Our Spirits in Time of 

Resistance.”  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0a45aba729aafd0-fall1
mailto:ypcoord@uuabq.org


 

Justice 

Social Justice Caucus at First U 
On January 11, the Social Justice Council (SJC) host-

ed a potluck and caucus for representatives of the 

church’s social justice sub-groups in the church, in-

cluding the Food Pantry, Animal Advocates, Earth 

Web, adult English as a Second Language, the Bank-

ing Team, and Family Promise. 

More than 35 people gathered to discuss their aspira-

tions for the future and identify justice problems that 

need attention in the coming years. Prior to the pot-

luck, the group was entertained by the church’s own 

Sol Singers, who serenaded us with songs of hope 

and determination. During the caucus, the group 

identified issues we are concerned about and would 

like to focus on in the coming years, including: 

 LGBT equality and rights 

 The danger of deportation of immigrant DREAM-

ers ( individuals who meet the general require-

ments of the Development, Relief, and Education 

for Alien Minors) 

 Climate change and other environmental issues 

 Economic justice 

 Healthcare for the vulnerable 

 Future of democracy in the U.S. 

 Public education 

 Food assistance 

 The danger of the defunding of Planned 

Parenthood 

We asked the group to remember other times when 

the odds against justice felt overwhelming and heard 

many stories of resistance during the Vietnam War 

and Civil Rights eras. When asked how the SJC can 

aid sub-groups in their future efforts, the groups 

asked that the SJC schedule Sunday forums, adver-

tise justice events, and continue to financially sup-

port justice efforts in the church. In these times it is 

important that we work together to advance the 

causes of social justice and compassion. The SJC and 

all the justice-related sub-groups at First U will con-

tinue to work together to achieve their goals. If you 

would like to join us, please look for the newly-

updated SJC brochure in the Social Hall and contact 

the justice group of your choice to join.   

Earth Web Green Corner 

Spring Plans 

Earth Web will have a Pulpit Editorial during 

services on March 19. We’ll catch you up on what 

we’re doing and why!  

We will also sponsor a Sustainability Fair and 

Plant Sale on May 14. Save some room in your 

garden for these great, organically grown bedding 

plants! It should be the perfect time of year to 

plant them.   

We meet the second Sunday of every month, from 

12:15-1:45 in the Wesson Room. Our next meeting 

is March 12. Bring a little snack to share!  

Tutoring Update 

The children in First U’s After School Tutoring Pro-

gram are doing well, despite heightened anxieties 

produced by the election. It is important to us that 

children and parents feel safe and happy when they 

are with us. 

We are encouraging students to read books focused 

on the themes of “world-mindedness,”  the environ-

ment, water, social justice, and other cultures, espe-

cially those in Africa.   

Students are excited about these new books and 

have been motivated to write about what they have 

learned from them. Their thoughts and ideas are 

posted on the bulletin board across from Room 4 of 

the RE building—take a look.  

The program’s younger children, as they become 

more fluent readers, are reading about animals and 

their habitats and expanding their areas of interest 

into science. 

Abigail, a third grader, is excited about the solar sys-

tem, meteors, and has written about the phases of 

the moon. 

This Spring we look forward to having a two-session 

workshop on pottery and another visit from Hawks 

Aloft, and children continue to really enjoy free play 

on the equipment in the RE area as well as the orga-

nized games. 



 

 

Ongoing Groups—Newcomers Always Welcome!  

Animal Advocates 
 

12:10 pm, fourth Sun. Wesson Room  Sacha Bush,                         
chabush99@yahoo.com 

Arts & Aesthetics Committee 12:15 pm, fourth Sun. Arnold Room Elizabeth Runyon,            
ekrunyon@yahoo.com 

Beginning Yoga 
Bring a mat and a donation of cash 
or canned food for the food pantry. 

12 pm, Sat. Memorial Hall Ann Walton, 265-4675 or 
annwalton1@comcast.net 

Bread, Wine and Book Club 
Go Tell It On the Mountain, by 
James Baldwin 

7 pm, Friday, March 10 511 Morningside 
Drive SE 

Dianne Parker,                     
dianneparker1@live.com 

Caring Economy Advocacy Group 10 am, first Sat. Arnold Room Bob Riley, bbriley@gmail.com 
or 323-0364 

Chalice Singers Choir 7 pm, Thurs. Sanctuary Susan Peck, speck@uuabq.org 

Course in Miracles 3-4:30 pm, Sun. Wesson Room Bob Riley, bbriley@gmail.com 

Covenant of UU Pagans 
 

7 pm, second Fri. Arnold Room Raven Peters, 
ravenreed@yahoo.com 

Dining for Women Potluck 
Bring a dish and monetary donation. 

6 pm, third Wed. Memorial Hall Patricia Erdmann 
pperdmann@gmail.com 

Earth Web  12:15 pm, second Sun. Wesson Room  Linda Doherty, 604-6432 

InSights Drop-In Covenant Group  6:30 pm, first and third  Mon. Family Room Torre Near, tdnear@gmail.com 

Meditation Group  5:15 pm, Thurs. Arnold Room John Roth, 
JohnRoth1@gmail.com 

Meditative Coloring Group 5 pm, second Tues. Memorial Hall Beth Elliot, BElliott@uuabq.org 

Mindfulness Meditation Group  11 am, Sun. Wesson Room Pam Bliss,                           
pamblissnm@msn.com 

Meditative Singing Service 7 pm, 3rd Mondays Social Hall Susan Peck, speck@uuabq.org 

Monday Afternoon Book Club 
Barkskins, by Annie Proulx 

2 pm, March 20 208 Montclaire Dr 
NE 

Sally Jacobsen, 971-570-2922 

Nature & Spirituality Discussion 
Group  

7 pm, first and third Tues. RE Foyer Jac Estes,  jacestes@gmail.com 

Nonfiction Book Group  
The Emotional Lives of Animals, by 
Marc Belkoff 

2 pm Wed. Arnold Room Bob Wood,                            
roberttwood@gmail.com 

Public Banking Group  
Establishing a local public bank 

10 am, third Sat. Wesson Room  Sally Jacobsen,  
salllyjacobsen409@gmail.com 

Secular Buddhism Study Group 7 pm, second Mondays Wesson Room Roy Ellis Moody, 344-8930 or 
speaker@roymoody.com 

Single Moms Group 12 pm, first and third           
Sundays 

Varies Beth Elliot, BElliot@uuabq.org 

Sol Singers  
Pastoral care choir 

5:30 pm, Mondays Social Hall Susan Peck, speck@uuabq.org 

Wednesday Potluck  5:30 pm, first Wednesdays Memorial Hall Mary Wilks, 803-8554 

Wisdom Circle  
 

9:30 am, third Saturdays 
 

Memorial Hall Gary Carlson, 
cannmgary@aol.com  

mailto:chabush99@yahoo.com
mailto:ekrunyon@yahoo.com
mailto:annwalton1@comcast.net
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Sunday Worship Services 

Albuquerque 
9:30 and 11:00 AM  

In the Sanctuary 

Carlsbad 
4:00 PM 

First Presbyterian Church 
309 W. Shaw 

East Mountains 
11:00 AM 

UU Congregation, E. Mtns.  
1 Deanna Ln. 

(off Dinkle Road) 

Socorro 
4:00 PM 

Epiphany Episcopal 
Church, 908 Leroy Place 
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We have a mobile giving page. Scan the QR code 

to the left  to access our mobile giving page. Thank 

you for your generosity!  
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